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1888 

 
On June 8, 1888, the first Orange Belt railroad train arrived in what would become St. 
Petersburg, Florida.  
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“....More than a hundred black laborers worked on the final stages of the Orange Belt’s 
construction, and after the railroad was completed in 1889, a dozen or so stayed on. 
Joined by their families, these early black pioneers created a small subcommunity along 
Fourth Avenue South known as Pepper Town.” 
(Source: St. Petersburg and the Florida Dream, 1888-1950. 
By Raymond Arsenault, 1988, p. 124.)  
 
 

 
1888 St. Petersburg map with the Orange Belt Railroad 

(Courtesy State Archives of Florida) 
 
 
Pioneer St. Petersburg’s first formal cemetery was Glen Oak Church Cemetery (aka St. 
Jude’s Church Cemetery) which was established after the church’s founding in 1874. 
John Donaldson, St. Petersburg’s first Black settler in 1868, may have been buried in 
this predominantly white cemetery.  
(Location: 2012 Auburn Street between 18th and 22nd Avenues South.) 
 

Other early churches and private landowners had small cemeteries. One church 
cemetery was for St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal church (aka Oakdale Cemetery) in the 
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late 1880s with graves primarily for white burials.  
(Location: 2120 19th Street South.)    

 
 

1889 
 

 
Plat of Moffett (aka St. Petersburg) Cemetery, 1889 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Museum of History) 
 

 
Moffett Cemetery (aka “St. Petersburg Cemetery”), with graves for white and Black 
burials, was formally established when a plat for the cemetery was filed in 1889.  
This community cemetery included graves for Civil War and other veterans. It was 
named for David Moffett, the owner of the land and the first mayor of St. Petersburg. 
(Location: 16th Street and 5th Avenue South. Size: 2 acres.)  
 
 

1890 
 
1890 Census 
St. Petersburg:          273 
Tampa:        5,532 
Hillsborough County:    14,941 
Florida:    391,422 
 
 
Early St. Petersburg African American neighborhoods included Pepper Town, Methodist 
Town, and Cooper’s Quarters, which was later called the Gas Plant neighborhood. 
Additional smaller communities within or near the Gas Plant neighborhood included: 
Little Egypt, Lincoln Court, Forty Quarters, and the Hollow.  
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Article Excerpt:   
“The area known as the Gas Plant neighborhood was the second 
African-American neighborhood formed in St. Petersburg between 1890-1900. 
Originally known as ‘Cooper’s Quarters,’ the area was owned by Leon Cooper, a white 
business merchant. 
It ran along Ninth Street South and south of First Avenue South. Like the earlier 
neighborhood of Pepper Town, formed between 1888-1889 along Ninth Street between 
Third and Fourth Avenues South, Cooper’s Quarters was also settled by the influx of 
African Americans coming to the area to complete the Orange Belt Railway. 
Along with Methodist Town and an area referred to as Goose Pond, these two 
neighborhoods were the only places Black people could call home in the city.” 
(Source: “I AM: The story of the Gas Plant Neighborhood.” 
By Gwendolyn Reese, The Weekly Challenger, May 13, 2021, p. 6.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/i-am-the-story-of-the-gas-plant-neighborhood/ 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“The Gas Plant area, west of Ninth Street between First and Fifth Avenues South, was 
so named because of the two imposing natural gas storage cylinders that towered over 
the neighborhood. Among its first residents were African American railroad workers who 
took residence along First Avenue South, originally called Railroad Avenue. Gradually, 
the neighborhood spread south, even spilling over Fifth Avenue South into the Campbell 
Park area. Like Methodist Town, the Gas Plant boasted its own business section. The 
self-contained neighborhood also boasted the Harlem Theater, numerous churches and 
two schools – Davis Academy [opened in 1910] and the privately operated McCray 
School.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, pgs. 30-31.) 
 
 

1897 
 
Greenwood Cemetery, with graves only for white burials, was established near what 
would become the Roser Park neighborhood. 
(Location: 9th Street and 11th Avenue South.) 
 
 

(Circa) 1900  
 
Evergreen Cemetery was informally established as a segregated African American 
cemetery as early as 1900. Before it was officially surveyed and platted in 1908 the land 
may have been part of the segregated west section of Moffett Cemetery. 
(Location: 17th Street and 5th Avenue South. Size: 2 acres.)  
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1902 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Sallie Ross, colored, died at her home in this city Tuesday and was buried in the 
Moffett cemetery by Undertaker R. L. Medlin, of Tampa.” 
(Source: “Died.” St. Petersburg Times, February 22, 1902, p. 5.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The old Moffett cemetery southwest of town has been considerably improved in 
appearance. A new wire fence has been built, a new double-team gate built, and a flight 
of steps now leads over the fence. The improvement in appearance is very 
considerable.” 
(Source: “Improving Cemetery.” St. Petersburg Times, October 18, 1902, p. 5.) 
 
 

1903 
 

 
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church 

(Courtesy Special Collections, USF Nelson Poynter Memorial Library) 
 
 

Founded in 1903, Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church was one of the Gas Plant 
neighborhood churches that most likely participated in African American burial 
services at Moffett and later Oaklawn and Evergreen cemeteries.    
The above photograph shows the church building that was constructed in the early 
1950s at 301 10th Street South. In 1984 the church moved to 3455 26th Ave. S. when 
the Gas Plant neighborhood was razed to build a baseball stadium. 
A few of the other Gas Plant neighborhood churches that may have held services at 
the Oaklawn Cemetery complex before it closed in 1926 include: First Baptist 
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Institutional Church; Second Bethel Baptist Church (renamed Bethel Community Baptist 
Church); 14th Street Church of God in Christ (renamed Prayer Tower Church of God in 
Christ); and McCabe Memorial Methodist Church. 
 
 

(Circa) 1905 
 
Oaklawn Cemetery was established. Although its lots were primarily for white graves it 
also included a segregated section for Black burials. A plat for the cemetery was filed in 
1907.  
(Location: 16th Street and from 3rd to 5th Avenues South. Size: 12 acres.) 
 
 
Over the years the three cemeteries near the Gas Plant neighborhood were owned 
by various people and organizations. The owners included the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows fraternal order, the Carpenters and Joiners Union of America, S.D. Harris, 
Endicott Funeral Home, Palms Memorial Funeral Home, Reginald H. Sumner, Maynard 
Duryea, and others.     

 
1908 

 
Article Excerpt: 
“D.E. McDonald, (colored) died Thursday night and was interred in Moffett’s cemetery 
yesterday afternoon by Undertaker S.D. Harris. The funeral services were conducted at 
the A.M.E. church by the colored Odd Fellows of which order the deceased was a 
member. He leaves a wife and several children.” 
(Source: “Died.” 
St. Petersburg Times, December 19, 1908, p. 5.) 
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“Mrs. Lula Grant, a longtime resident of St. Petersburg who came here in 1908….When 
Mrs. Grant came to St. Petersburg, Tangerine Avenue was called Green Ridge Avenue. 
Twenty-second Street was a farming area. There were no black undertakers. The 
bodies of blacks were embalmed at the H.G. Harris Funeral Home -- a white funeral 
home at 7th Street and Central Avenue. After embalming the bodies, they were turned 
over to blacks to be buried in the Grandberry Hill Cemetery [Moffett or Evergreen 
cemeteries?] west of 16th Street S. between 5th and Dunmore Avenues.” 
(Source: On The Bethel Trail.  
By Enoch Douglas Davis, 1979, pgs. 24-25.) 
 
 

1910 
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1910 Census 
St. Petersburg:       4,127 
Tampa:      37,782 
Hillsborough County:    78,374 
Florida:    752,619 
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“In 1910, blacks accounted for 26.6 percent [approximately 1,097] of St. Petersburg’s 
4,127 inhabitants.” 
(Source: St. Petersburg and the Florida Dream, 1888-1950.  
By Raymond Arsenault, 1988, p. 124.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The undertaking parlors of H. P. Bussey has been purchased by S. D. Harris and will 
be moved to Mr. Harris’ present place of business. Mr. Bussey’s reason for selling is his 
extreme ill health and desire to drop all business cares. Mr. Bussey was the first to enter 
this line of business in St. Petersburg and is well known as a first class undertaker. Mr. 
Harris will carry a complete line of first-class undertaking supplies and is fast 
establishing an enviable reputation for efficiency in this line of work.” 
(Source: “Purchases Undertaking Parlors.” 
St. Petersburg Times, February 25, 1910, p. 5.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“G.A.R. [Grand Army of the Republic, Union Army veterans] services will be held 
Monday at Oaklawn cemetery. An address will be made by Rev. J.O. Thompson, D.D., 
Dept. Commander. The Post has provided free transportation G.A.R., Relief Corps, 
Confederate Veterans and ladies. Car will leave the post office at 3 p.m. Everybody is 
cordially invited to attend, special invitation to the Confederate Veterans.” 
(Source: “Decoration Day Services.” 
St. Petersburg Times, May 27, 1910, p. 4.) 
 
 

1913 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Some citizens who have relatives and friends buried in Oaklawn have been much 
worried for fear that the property might be sold and it becomes necessary for the bodies 
of their friends and relatives buried there to be removed to make way for 
homesites....The Odd Fellows [owners of the cemetery] desire to sell their property and 
have more money with which to build the new home. S. D. Harris, the undertaker, is one 
of the parties with whom the lodge is now negotiating for the sale of the property.” 
(Source: “Sale of Cemetery Cause of Worry: Fear that Bodies Must be Removed.” 
St. Petersburg Times, May 13, 1913, p. 4.) 
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Article Excerpt: 
“Members of the Odd Fellows lodge will meet at the Odd Fellows cemetery [Oaklawn], 
Fourth Avenue South and Sixteenth Street, at 1 p.m., Thursday, June 26, to clean up 
the lots. The lodge last night voted to take this action. All members are urged to help 
next Thursday afternoon.” 
(Source: “Lodge Will Work.” 
St. Petersburg Times, June 21, 1913, p. 5.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“A score of members of the Odd Fellows lodge went to the I.O.O.F. cemetery 
[Oaklawn], Fourth Avenue South and Sixteenth Street yesterday afternoon and put in 
several hours of good work cleaning up the driveways and lots. Fertilizer was scattered 
and much good was accomplished.” 
(Source: “Odd Fellow Work.” 
St. Petersburg Times, June 27, 1913, p. 6.) 
 
 

1914 
 

 
The city of St. Petersburg’s gas plant   

(Courtesy Special Collections, USF Nelson Poynter Memorial Library) 
 
 
The city of St. Petersburg’s gas plant was built not far from the Oaklawn Cemetery 
complex and Booker Creek. The area, which had been known as Cooper’s Quarters, 
became known as the Gas Plant neighborhood.  
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Article Excerpt: 
“Jim James, colored, for many years porter on passenger trains 39 and 40 into St. 
Petersburg, died yesterday at 963 South Third Avenue, after an illness of several 
months....The funeral will be held at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon from the stone church, 
and the interment will be at Evergreen Cemetery.”   
(Source: “Negro Veteran of Railroad is Dead.” St. Petersburg Times, October 21, 1914, 
p. 6.) 
 
 

1917 
 

 
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Daily Times, May 31, 1917) 

 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“....A large delegation of veterans and ladies went to the cemetery in the morning with 
an unusually large and beautiful collection of flowers and decorated all graves of the 
blue and the gray alike and also both monuments. About 60 graves were decorated in 
Greenwood cemetery, six in the old Odd Fellows [Oaklawn Cemetery], three in St. 
Bartholomew’s, and three in Sunnyside cemeteries.” 
(Source: “Memorial Day Observed Here With Ceremony.” 
St. Petersburg Times, May 31, 1917, pgs. 1, 5.) 

 
 

1918 
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Gas Plant neighborhood  

(1918 Sanborn map) 
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Museum of History) 

 
 

 
The Oaklawn Cemetery is listed in the 1918 St. Petersburg city directory.  

 
 

1920 
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Newspaper advertisement 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, August 4, 1920, p. 4) 
 
 
Advertisement Excerpt: 
“This beautiful cemetery, formerly owned by the Odd Fellows and Carpenters’ Union of 
this city, and consisting of several hundred lots, is now open and on sale. Extensive 
improvements in the way of roads, shrubbery, city water, etc., have been begun, and 
will be continued until Oaklawn will be one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the 
South. I shall be glad to show this property to anyone who might be interested. 
Respectfully, S.D. Harris.” 
(Source: Advertisement for Oaklawn Cemetery. 
St. Petersburg Times, August 4, 1920, p. 4.) 
 
 
1920 Census 
St. Petersburg:     14,237 
Pinellas County:     28,265  
Tampa:      51,608 
Hillsborough County:    88,257 
Florida:    968,470 
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“During the 1920s, the local black community tripled in size, from 2,444 [in 1920] to 
7,416 [in 1930]....At the end of the decade, the black proportion of the city’s population 
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continued to hover around 18 percent.” 
(Source: St. Petersburg and the Florida Dream, 1888-1950.  
By Raymond Arsenault, 1988, p. 206.) 
 
 

1921 
 

Royal Palm Cemetery was established by Reginald H. Sumner for white burials only.  
(Location: 101 55th Street South. Size: Approximately 60 acres.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“J. M. Endicott and Miss Sarah E. Cowen will become owners Saturday morning of the 
S. D. Harris undertaking establishment.... 
S. D. Harris is one of the oldest merchants in St. Petersburg. He went into business 
here about 1908 at the corner of Seventh and Central. Two years later he bought out 
the undertaking establishment of H. P. Bussey who had been an undertaker here for 
many years. At the same time he acquired the Greenwood cemetery from Bussey at 
Ninth Street South and later bought the Odd Fellows cemetery [Oaklawn] at Sixteenth 
Street and Third Avenue South. In 1911 he bought the negro cemetery at Sixteenth 
Street [Evergreen Cemetery?].... 
In addition to his business the new firm of Endicott and Cowen will take over his 
cemetery holdings.” 
(Source: “Harris Sells Funeral Home.” 
St. Petersburg Times, April 21, 1921, p. 15.) 
 
 

1922 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“Representatives from the G.A.R. and all other veteran organizations will meet at 9 
o’clock Monday morning to flag the graves at Greenwood, Oaklawn, Episcopal and 
Royal Palm cemeteries...Oaklawn: G. W. Anderson, C. S. Bartlett, I. J. Beers, E. O. 
Carpenter, J. T. Healey, D. Mulholland, S. Murphy, J. Powell...Colored Cemetery 
[Evergreen?]: J.W. Shorter [John W. Sharter?]. 
(Source: “Memorial Day Services to be Held at First Avenue M.E.” 
St. Petersburg Times, May 27, 1922, p. 3.) 
 

 

1923 
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Oaklawn, Evergreen and Moffett (aka St. Petersburg) cemeteries     

(1923 Sanborn map) 
(Courtesy University of Florida Digital Collections) 

 
 

 
Oaklawn, Evergreen and Moffett (aka St. Petersburg) cemeteries    

are shown in this overlay image with Tropicana Field and the interstate. 
(Courtesy USF African American Burial Ground & Remembering Project handout) 
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1925 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“A. S. Bradley, city attorney, was instructed at the session (city commission meeting at 
city hall) to draw up an ordinance prohibiting further burials at Oaklawn, Evergreen and 
Moffett cemeteries. It was pointed out by Commissioner Charles Snyder that interment 
at these three cemeteries is limited, and that sanitary safety demands cessation of 
burials in them. 
Commissioner Snyder further indicated that by closing these burial places, proposed 
opening up of Fourth and Sixth avenues could be made possible, in this way greatly 
clearing up thoroughfares on the south side.” 
(Source: “Fifth Avenue to be Opened.” 
St. Petersburg Times, December 29, 1925, pgs. 1, 2.) 

 
1926 

 
Lincoln Cemetery was established by Reginald H. Sumner for African American burials.   
(Location: 600 58th Street South. South of Royal Palm Cemetery. Size: 9 acres.) 
 
 
Ownership of Lincoln Cemetery changed a number of times over the years. In addition 
to the Sumner family and their Sumner Marble and Granite company, the McRae 
Funeral Home also owned the cemetery from 1957-1974 before Sumner Marble and 
Granite (aka Lincoln Cemetery Inc.) took over again until about 2017. Since then the 
Lincoln Cemetery Memorial Park Corp., the Lincoln Cemetery Society, and others have 
expressed interest in taking care of the cemetery. 
 
 
For a brief period Reginald H. Sumner’s family also owned some of the cemeteries 
near the Gas Plant neighborhood in addition to Royal Palm and Lincoln cemeteries. 
Sumner was the founder of Sumner Marble and Granite Inc. which supplied materials 
for the cemeteries.   
 
 
In February 1926 an ordinance was passed by the city of St. Petersburg closing the 
Oaklawn, Moffett, and Evergreen cemeteries. 
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(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, February 3, 1926) 

 
 
Ordinance Excerpt: 
“An ordinance declaring it advisable for the protection of public health that Evergreen, 
Oaklawn and Moffett Cemeteries be condemned and closed, and condemning and 
closing the said cemeteries and providing when said ordinance shall take effect and 
other matters in regard thereto.” 
(Source: “Ordinance No. 425-A.” 
St. Petersburg Times, February 3, 1926, p. 11, section 5.) 
 
 
On Monday, March 15, 1926, an ordinance was passed by the city of St. Petersburg 
declaring that the graves at the Oaklawn, Moffett, and Evergreen cemeteries should 
be moved to the Royal Palm Cemetery and the new African American [Lincoln] 
cemetery.  
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(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, March 17, 1926) 

 
 
Ordinance Excerpt: 
“An ordinance declaring that public interest and public health demand the removal of 
bodies of deceased persons from Moffett, Evergreen and Oaklawn Cemeteries and be 
interred in Royal Palm Cemetery and the colored cemetery adjacent thereto, ordering 
the removal thereof at the expense of the City of St. Petersburg and other matters in 
regard thereto.”  
(Source: “Title and Synopsis of Proposed Ordinance No. 440-A Title.” 
St. Petersburg Times, March 17, 1926, p. 8, section 4.) 
 
 
During 1926 a 5th Avenue South road extension was built through Moffett Cemetery 
and a small part of Evergreen Cemetery.    
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Article Excerpt: 
“Possibility that Fifth Avenue South may shortly become a through bay to bay 
thoroughfare received further development at Monday night (March 15th) city 
commission meeting at the city hall when City Attorney A. S. Bradley presented a 
contract between the city and R. H. Sumner, by which a right of way through the Moffett 
and Evergreen cemeteries is to be secured....Mr. Sumner is owner of the property upon 
which the burial grounds are located.” 
(Source: “Avenue Opening Plan Develops. Contract Drawn to Give City Right of Way 
Through Cemetery Property.” St. Petersburg Times, March 16, 1926, p. 1, p. 2, section 
1.) 
 
 

 
1926 map of the 5th Avenue South road extension 

through Moffett Cemetery and a small part of Evergreen Cemetery  
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Museum of History) 

 
 
Report Excerpt: 
“From August 1926 through October 1927, Arch Royal Funeral Home and Wilhelm 
Funeral Home removed 86 unknown individuals from Moffett Cemetery to Lincoln 
Cemetery.” 
(Source: Pinellas Genealogy Society report on Lincoln Cemetery, 2006.) 
 
 
Between 1926 and the late 1950s about 125 graves were exhumed from Moffett 
Cemetery and about 225 graves were exhumed from Evergreen Cemetery.   
The number of graves exhumed from Oaklawn Cemetery is not available. 
(Source: These approximate numbers are based on Pinellas Genealogy Society reports 
and St. Petersburg Times articles.)    
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Article Excerpt: 
“Removal of more than 50 bodies from the Negro cemetery at Sixteenth Street and 
Fifth Avenue South during the past month will make it possible to open Fifth Avenue as 
soon as the paving is completed, it was learned Tuesday. The bodies were transferred 
to another cemetery at the expense of the city, which not only paid for the removal, but 
purchased the new lots.” 
(Source: “Fifty Bodies Removed From Negro Cemetery.” 
St. Petersburg Times, August 18, 1926, p. 7, section 2.) 
 
 

1930  
 
1930 Census 
St. Petersburg:        40,425 
Pinellas County:        62,149 
Tampa:       101,161 
Hillsborough County:     153,519 
Florida:    1,468,211 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 40,425, including 7,416 African Americans -- or about 18 
percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 108.) 
 

 

1933 
 
Article Excerpt:  
“Clearing of the old cemetery at Fifth Avenue South and Sixteenth Street through 
efforts of Dixie chapter, United Daughters of Confederacy, is revealing interesting 
history. It was generally believed that this was a Negro cemetery, but since then has 
been found to have been a white cemetery with the west section allotted to Negroes. 
One grave was found marked with a government grave marker, Joseph Brownlow 
having been buried here. He was a member of Company A. Florida cavalry, and his 
grave will be decorated with an American flag on Memorial Day.” 
(Source: “Clearing of Old Cemetery Recalls Historical Facts.” 
St. Petersburg Times, May 23, 1933, p. 12.) 
 
 

1936 
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Article Excerpt: 
“In a lengthy session devoted mostly to routine business, the city council 
yesterday....filed for future reference the offer of the Endicott Funeral home to sell the 
city the property between Third and Fifth avenue and Sixteenth and Eighteenth streets, 
known as the Oaklawn cemetery, for $8,000.” 
(Source: “Council Okehs 36-Year Lease on Armory Site.” 
St. Petersburg Times, November 11, 1936, p. 7, section 1.) 
 
 

1937 
 

 
Booker Creek and the Gas Plant neighborhood  

(1923 Sanborn map) 
(Courtesy University of Florida Digital Collections) 

 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“Jock Edwards was born January 19, 1937 at 1514 Fourth Avenue South, right where 
Tropicana Field [Gas Plant neighborhood] now sits. The family lived there until he 
was in junior high school, then moved to a bigger house right next door at 1516. There 
he lived until he graduated from Gibbs High School. Booker Creek, where he and his 
friends learned to swim, ran through the area.” 
(Source: “Community Spotlight: James Ulysses Edwards, Jr. ‘Jock’: 
Educator, Machine Repairman, Husband/Parent, Grandparent.”  
By Emma Cavin, The Weekly Challenger, December 15, 2011, p. 4.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/challenger/206/ 
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The Gas Plant neighborhood’s Dye & Ritchison grocery store  

at 9th Street and 3rd Avenue South  
(Courtesy Special Collections, USF Nelson Poynter Memorial Library) 

 
 

1940 
 

1940 Census 
St. Petersburg:        60,812 
Pinellas County:        91,852  
Tampa:       108,391 
Hillsborough County:     180,148 
Florida:    1,897,414 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 60,812, including 11,982 African Americans -- or about 
20 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 109.) 
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Gas Plant neighborhood and Oaklawn Cemetery complex map, circa 1940 

(Courtesy Special Collections, USF Nelson Poynter Memorial Library) 
 
 

1943 
 

 
Gas Plant neighborhood 

and Oaklawn Cemetery complex, aerial image, 1943 
(Courtesy University of Florida Digital Collections) 

 
 

1944 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Editor, The Times: 
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In Sunday's paper, July 2, you had a feature story on Greenwood cemetery, telling of its 
rundown condition. 
If you would send your reporter out Sixteenth street south, she will find two places that 
make Greenwood look like a paradise in comparison. I am speaking of Oaklawn and 
the old negro cemetery.”  
(Source: “Times Forum: A Bit of History on Greenwood Cemetery.”      
Letter to the editor from Hiram Rogers. 
St. Petersburg Times, July 6, 1944. p. 6.) 
 
 

1946 
 
In July 1946 a second large cylinder gas storage tank (or gas holder) began operation in 
the Gas Plant neighborhood. The new tank was constructed on the site of the former 
city stockade at 14th Street South near the Seaboard railway tracks. The first large 
storage tank, located on the other side of Booker Creek, was built in 1914. 
(Source: “New Gas Holder Ready For Use.” St. Petersburg Times, July 26, 1946, p. 13, 
section 2.)   
 

 
1947 

 
In 1947 the city’s first African American community library, the Gas Plant 
neighborhood’s James Weldon Johnson Library, opened in the Masonic lodge at 1035 
Third Ave. South. The first librarian was Leslie Burke, who served from 1947-1950, and 
then Helen Allen Edwards became the librarian from 1950 until the library moved from 
that location in 1979.  
(Source: “The first librarians at the James Weldon Johnson Branch Library.” 
By Gwendolyn Reese, The Weekly Challenger, June 7, 2018.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/the-first-librarians-at-the-james-weldon-johnson-
branch-library/ 
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1949 
 

 
1949 newspaper photographs  

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, February 20, 1949, p. 22) 
 
 
In 1949, local military veterans, wanting to protect the graves of former Civil War and 
other veterans, stopped apartment construction bulldozers from road grading parts of 
the Oaklawn Cemetery complex including the Moffett and Evergreen cemeteries. 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Protests against the use of three long-forgotten cemeteries in St. Petersburg as 
dumping grounds for junk and trash are being voiced by members of L.M. Tate Post 39, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Post Commander Vernon L. Strickland and a special committee are investigating 
conditions they label ‘a disgrace to veterans buried in these cemeteries and a smear on 
our civic pride.’ 
The cemeteries in question are overgrown with weeds and the tombstones are 
crumbling amid heaps of rusty cans, broken bottles and other refuse. 
Once known as Oaklawn, Moffett and Evergreen cemeteries, these sites contain 
remains of many St. Petersburg pioneers. 
A crumbling archway can be spotted west of the Fifth Avenue curve beyond Sixteenth 
Street South.” 
(Source: “VFW Protests Junk, Trash Covering Graves of Veterans in Southside Plot.” 
By Paul Mitchell, St. Petersburg Times, February 20, 1949, p. 22.) 
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The Royal Court apartments were built on the former Oaklawn cemetery. 

1949 newspaper photograph   
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, August 14, 1949, p. 50) 

 
 
In 1949, the Royal Court apartment complex, consisting of 168 units, was built on the 
Oaklawn Cemetery. (In 1966 the Royal Court apartments became the Laurel Park 
housing project.)   
 
 
An unknown number of graves were moved from the Oaklawn Cemetery to various 
other cemeteries during this period.  
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Within four months St. Petersburg Negro families will be moving in Royal Court 
Apartments now starting up on Sixteen Street South between Third and Fifth Avenues. 
The scope of the project which will create 16 buildings with 168 apartments....Site 
clearance [at the former site of the Oaklawn cemetery] began in July, and first 
occupancy is anticipated in February. 
....The units, renting for $50 and $52.50 per month, are planned for persons ineligible to 
live in public housing authority housing, and will provide in many instances for families 
in the Jordan Park development whose incomes have risen above the housing authority 
limit.” 
(Source: “Walls for 168 Units Rise.” 
St. Petersburg Times, October 16, 1949. p. 43, section 4.) 
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The Royal Court apartments and Evergreen and Moffett cemeteries 

(Updated circa 1949 Sanborn map) 
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Museum of History) 

 
 

 
Photo caption: “A general view of the cemetery adjacent to two abandoned cemeteries 
shows the desolation of crumbling and fallen tombstones hidden under debris and high 



 26 

underbrush. Arrows indicate large piles of scrap lumber, broken bottles cluttering the 
area. The Legion and VFW propose the bodies be removed to permanent burial places 

and all desecration ended.” 
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, November 9, 1949, page 17, section 2) 

 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“Anger ran high yesterday during ‘All Veterans Week’ as a committee from American 
Legion Post 14 began investigating reports of bulldozers covering graves in an 
abandoned cemetery. 
‘It’s the worst case of desecration I’ve heard of,’ Clair Davis, local attorney and 
committee head, said in a meeting at 4 p.m. 
Davis secured a promise from Sheriff Todd Tucker to stop all operations in the 
southwest corner of Moffett Cemetery that dates back to 1888 and is bisected by the 
curve in Fifth Avenue South west of Sixteenth Street.  
The seven-man Legion committee phoned Sheriff Tucker at 5 p.m. about gravestones 
being uprooted and sites obliterated by bulldozers and asked for immediate action.” 
(Source: “Veterans Groups Fight Moffett Cemetery Grave Desecration.” 
By Paul Mitchell, St. Petersburg Times, November 9, 1949, page 17, section 2.) 
 

 
1950 

 
1950 Census 
St. Petersburg:        96,738 
Pinellas County:      159,249  
Tampa:       124,681 
Hillsborough County:     249,894 
Florida:    2,771,305 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 96,738, including 13,977 African Americans -- or about 
14 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 109.) 
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“The 1950 federal census....The black proportion of the city’s population had fallen to 
14.4 percent, the lowest figure since the early 1890s. In absolute terms, the number of 
blacks in the city was still increasing -- from 11,982 in 1940 to 13,977 in 1950 -- but 
such gains were dwarfed by the accelerating pace of white in-migration.” 
(Source: St. Petersburg and the Florida Dream, 1888-1950.  
By Raymond Arsenault, 1988, p. 312.)  
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The Royal Court apartments  

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, August 20, 1950, p. 39, section 4) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“....16 buildings containing 168 living units which make up Royal Court Apartments [at 
the former site of the Oaklawn cemetery]....The first quarter of the development off 
Sixteenth Street South between Third and Fifth Avenues will be ready for occupancy in 
a few days....One of their objectives was to provide a destination for Negro tenants 
whose income exceeds the maximum set at Jordan Park, the St. Petersburg Housing 
Authority development. Many of the first families to enter Royal Court will be ‘graduates’ 
of Jordan Park. Rentals have been set at $13 a week or $54 a month including 
equipment and appliances.....Royal Court units all have two bedrooms, bath, kitchen, 
living room and dining space....Screen landscaping and other plantings are yet to be 
added. The steel casement windows will be equipped with venetian blinds. The oil tanks 
seen here serve fuel oil heaters, installed in each unit….Construction is masonry and 
reinforced concrete, with steel casements. Steel clothes drying poles are also being set. 
Children will have three equipped playgrounds in addition to their own yards to play in.” 
(Source: “Negro Housing Project Nears Completion.” 
St. Petersburg Times, August 20, 1950, p. 39, section 4.) 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
In a 2022 oral history interview Thomas “Jet” Jackson remembered living in the Royal 
Court, later called Laurel Park, apartment complex. He described the area near the 
former cemeteries during the 1950s and early 1960s. 
(Source: Audio / Transcript -- 
Thomas “Jet” Jackson oral history interview. 
African American Burial Grounds Oral History Project. 
Interviewed by Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries, February 2, 2022.)  
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/8 
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See Also: 
“Thomas ‘Jet’ Jackson honored with building dedication.” 
The Weekly Challenger, December 4, 2014. 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/thomas-jet-jackson-honored-with-building-dedication/ 
 
 

1951 
 

 
Moffett Cemetery sign 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, August 16, 1951, p. 9, section 2) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Eighteen months after bulldozing operations ceased in abandoned Moffett Cemetery 
near Fifth Avenue and 16th Street South, and a 20-man crew of American Legion Post 
14 cleaned up the graves, the area has lapsed into a dump. 
The fallen sign that was erected with high hopes in November 1949, lies near a cast 
away liquor bottle. Rotting oranges strewn elsewhere over the forgotten cemetery 
present a far different picture than envisioned by Legionnaires who invaded the area 
with shovels and brawn and removed tons of rubbish. 
Parts of Moffett and Evergreen Cemeteries have been cut up and sold. Parts are 
hidden by brush. Some graves are now under a new housing project. 
A project to rebury the four veterans’ bodies elsewhere was set aside for fear it would 
discriminate against non-vets buried nearby.” 
(Source: “Rubbish Again Marks Veterans’ Graves.” 
St. Petersburg Times, August 16, 1951, p. 9, section 2.) 

 
 

1952  
 
An important new school for African American students was started not far from the 
former Oaklawn Cemetery complex in 1952. Sixteenth Street School, serving students 
from kindergarten through ninth grade, was located at 701 Sixteenth Street South. The 
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school was also called Sixteenth Street Junior High and when it was rebuilt in 1998 it 
was named John Hopkins Middle School, in honor of one of its first principals. 
 
 

1953  
 
Another local African American cemetery established in the 1920s that was used by St. 
Petersburg and other Pinellas County residents was Oakhurst Cemetery, located on 
131st Street North where Garden Sanctuary Funeral Home & Cemetery in Seminole is 
located today. There were attempts to clear the area in the early 1950s. 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Leveling of graves and gravestones at Oakhurst Cemetery has drawn sharp criticism 
and threats of legal action from local Negro citizens. The Negro cemetery oldest in 
Pinellas County, is being cleared for future use by both races.” 
(Source: “Leveling of Graves, Markers at Negro Cemetery Draws Fire.” 
By Cal Adams, St. Petersburg Times, November 5, 1953, p. 23.) 
  
 
Under the leadership of Reverend Ben Wyland and the McRae Funeral Home, there 
was a plan to move the remaining Evergreen and Moffett Cemetery graves to create 
space for a planned African American youth center and pool. However, the center was 
never built and the Jennie Hall pool ended up in the Wildwood Heights neighborhood. 
See Also: 
“Jennie Hall Pool - A Tangible, Living Piece of St. Petersburg History!” 
Preserve the ‘Burg, January 11, 2021. 
https://bit.ly/3L9XOlR 
and 
Video: “Sense of Place:  
One Woman’s Effort to Address One of Life’s Inequities -- Jennie Hall.”  
Preserve the 'Burg, September 24, 2021.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Dt5BxhxcI 
   
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The old Moffett Cemetery, a weed-grown, trash-littered five-acre plot at 16th Street 
and Fifth Avenue South, may become the site of a modern Negro civic center. 
Future Floridians, who brought the Bartlett Park Youth Center to reality, are in the 
discussion stage of the project which would transform the old burial grounds into a 
center for several recreational activities for residents of that section of the city. 
The Floridians have announced a plan for transforming the cemetery into a playground 
built around a swimming pool. Rev. Ben F. Wyland, project chairman, points out that 
with a Negro public school, ball park and churches already near this intersection, the 
location is ideal. 
The project offers an opportunity to clean up Moffett Cemetery, long since abandoned 
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and now weed-grown and littered with refuse, and to transfer bodies in the cemetery to 
a place where they can be given perpetual care.” 
(Source: “Negro Civic Center May Replace Old Cemetery.” 
By George Bartlett, St. Petersburg Times, March 29, 1953, p. 1B.) 
 
 

 
1953 newspaper photograph 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, June 7, 1953, p. 2D) 
 

 
Article Excerpt: 
“An urgent plea to persons having relatives buried in Old Moffett Cemetery was made 
late yesterday afternoon. Immediate removal of all persons interred there is necessary 
to begin construction of a new youth center in the area.” 
(Source: “Removal Of Bodies From Moffett Cemetery Urged.” 
By Cal Adams, St. Petersburg Times,  
June 7, 1953, p. 2D, Local and National Negro News section.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“....suggestion to City Council that the City purchase Moffett Cemetery, as the location 
of the proposed Youth Center, was not a logical choice when we consider all the factors 
necessary in locating a function of this type.” 
(Source: “Moffett Cemetery Out As Negro Youth Center.” 
By Ross Windom, St. Petersburg City Manager, St. Petersburg Times,  
July 18, 1953, p. 13.) 
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(Circa) 1950s 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
In a 2021 oral history interview Gwendolyn Reese remembered living near the former 
Moffett and Evergreen cemeteries during the 1950s. 
“....Cemeteries tell the story of a people. They tell the story of a particular family, but 
because of that family’s connections and links within the community, it tells the story of 
a community. Cemeteries tell the stories of a people.... 
….I’m not sure how they [Oaklawn, Moffett, Evergreen cemeteries] should be 
remembered, but I know they should -- they must, not should -- they must be 
remembered. And the story about them that needs to be told is the story of what 
happened to them as well. I think it’s real important for people to be aware how locally, 
across the state, and across the nation, how cemeteries of people of color, specifically 
African American people, were paved over, built over. And that is so indicative of the 
respect and the value weighing that people have of black lives. 
And so when we talk about -- number one, if we still have the cemetery, we should do 
everything we can to preserve it, to maintain it, and tell the story of that cemetery. But if 
the cemetery is no longer there, I just so strongly feel that the story of that cemetery 
needs to continue....” 
(Source: Audio Interview / Transcript. 
Gwendolyn Reese oral history interview. 
African American Burial Grounds Oral History Project. 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong and Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries, May 3, 2021.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/3/ 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
In a 2021 oral history interview Corey Givens Jr. remembered his family’s connection to 
the Oaklawn cemetery complex and the Gas Plant neighborhood.  
“I didn’t live there, but my grandmother -- she grew up in the Gas Plant district. She was 
right off of 9th Street and 5th Avenue, so she was close to where Webb’s Plaza was. 
There was a school there back in the day called Davis Elementary, and that was the 
school where she attended, her mom was a teacher there, and they lived, worked, 
studied, and played in the same neighborhood. And it was said that you could be born 
and buried in the same place without ever having to leave, and that’s exactly what 
happened to a lot of those early settlers.” 
(Source: Audio / Transcript -- 
Corey Givens Jr. oral history interview. 
African American Burial Grounds Oral History Project. 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong. 
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Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries, March 22, 2021. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/1/ 
 

 
1957  

 
A 1890 Moffett Cemetery grave marker for “Mrs. Ball,” which should have been moved 
when the cemetery closed, was found in July 1957 during the expansion of a used car 
lot at 1640 Fifth Avenue South. 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“A cypress slab, marking the grave of a woman [Mrs. Ball] who died in 1890, was 
uncovered by workmen yesterday as they cleared brush and other debris from a lot 
near 16th Street and Fifth Avenue South, opposite Moffett Cemetery.” 
(Source: “Grave Marker Is Found on Used Car Lot Site.” 
St. Petersburg Times, July 23, 1957, p. 17.) 
 
 

1958 
 

In 1958 graves were moved by the staff of the McRae Funeral Home, when a 138-unit 
apartment complex, sometimes called the “Pink Apartments,” was built by Grady Swope 
on the former Evergreen cemetery. Graves were moved to a special section of Lincoln 
Cemetery known as “Removals from Evergreen.”  
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1958 newspaper photograph 
(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, July 1, 1958, p. 3B) 

 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Among those at the ceremony in the overgrown old burying place was Eugene 
Sharter, a 53-year-old Negro who is the great grandson of one of the Confederate 
veterans whose bones were dug up and taken to the Negro Lincoln Cemetery. The 
soldier was John W. Sharter, who served in Company K of the Third Confederate 
Infantry, and died in 1923 from a wound he received in the war.” 
(Source: “Bones of Two Negro Confederate Soldiers Moved to New Cemetery.” 
By Don Branning, St. Petersburg Times, July 1, 1958, p. 3B.) 
See Also: 
Listing for “John W. Shorter” 
3d Regiment, U.S. Colored Troops, Company K 
https://www.pa-roots.com/pacw/usct/3rdusct/3dusctcok.html 
and 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_United_States_Colored_Infantry_Regiment 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“McRae Funeral Home is doing the work of removing remains for the Palms Memorial 
Inc., which owns the three-acre triangular site near the intersection of 16th Street and 
Fifth Avenue South. 
The Palms Memorial is under contract to sell the plot of land to Grady Swope who is to 
build the apartment building on the site. 
Monroe McRae of the funeral home, said his workmen have already moved 
approximately 150 bodies from the ancient burial ground, to the Negro Lincoln 
Cemetery which is adjacent to the Royal Palm Cemetery in the West Central Avenue 
area.” 
(Source: “More Bodies Found at Site of Apartment.” 
St. Petersburg Times, August 22, 1958, p. 9B.)  

 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“According to Alford, Moffett Cemetery was razed and moved to Lincoln Cemetery in 
1926 and 1927. Evergreen Cemetery remained in the same area until 1958. At that 
time, the article and picture of the cemetery indicated it was in horrible condition with 
broken headstones, trash and other disarray...The bodies were removed and placed in 
an area in Lincoln Cemetery known as ‘Removals from Evergreen.’  
In talking with Mr. McRae, who removed these bodies, it appears that no records were 
kept for identifying any of the burials. They were simply placed in metal boxes, then in 
wooden boxes and placed two to a gravesite. At some later date, the stones, 
monuments, etc. were brought to Lincoln Cemetery, then placed in a line because no 
one could determine where they went.” 
(Source: “Finding Relatives’ Graves Is Proving A Difficult Task.” 
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By Pat Fenner, St. Petersburg Times, November 1, 1987, p. 2, City Times and 
Independent section.) 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt:  
In a 2021 oral history interview Mordecai Walker remembered that in 1958 he moved to 
the Sugar Hill area of St. Petersburg’s Gas Plant neighborhood at 1224 5th Avenue 
South. His home was not far from the Oaklawn Cemetery complex.  
(Source: Audio / Transcript -- 
Mordecai Walker and Andrew Walker oral history interview.  
African American Burial Grounds Oral History Project. 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong and Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries, May 2, 2021. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/7/ 
and 
Mordecai Walker and Andrew Walker oral history interview.  
StoryCorps, American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress, January 29, 2022.)  
https://archive.storycorps.org/interviews/mordecai-walker-and-andrew-walker-2/) 
 
 

1960 
 
1960 Census 
St. Petersburg:      181,298 
Pinellas County:      374,665  
Tampa:       274,970 
Hillsborough County:     397,788 
Florida:    4,951,560 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 181,298, including 24,080 African Americans -- or about 
13 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 110.) 
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1960 newspaper illustration 
Grady Swope apartments 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, January 31, 1960, p. 13F) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Within the next two weeks, 39 of the proposed 138 apartment units at 1600 5th Ave. S., 
will be ready for Negro occupancy. Grady Swope, owner-contractor, said final touches 
are being placed on the first units. 
The apartments, located in the former Moffett Cemetery, are three-storied, concrete 
masonry and are fire resistant and sound proof.” 
(Source: “39 Rental Units Set to Open.” 
St. Petersburg Times, January 31, 1960, p. 13F.)  
 
 

1964 
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The Harlem Theatre 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, March 31, 1964, p. 2B.) 
 
 
The Gas Plant neighborhood’s Harlem Theatre at 1017 Third Ave. S., which opened 
in 1927, was torn down at the beginning of 1964. The Deuces neighborhood Royal 
Theatre on 22nd Street continued to operate until 1966. 
 

 
1965 

 

 
Helen Allen Edwards, librarian at the James Weldon Johnson Library 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, April 11, 1965, p. 10B.) 
 

 
Article Excerpt: 
“....In the years before 1947, many persons in the Negro community had difficulty 
obtaining books in the main library. Other persons resented the seating arrangements 
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made for the Negro readers. 
Out of this group a committee was formed to negotiate for a branch library [in the Gas 
Plant Neighborhood]. Several members were from larger cities where easy access to 
libraries was always possible. 
The James Weldon Johnson Branch Library was opened April 1, 1947. It is housed in a 
facilities owned by a Negro Masonic group. 
....There was only one time when Helen Edwards considered resigning. Large numbers 
of teenagers who crowded a theatre next door [the Harlem theatre] often overran into 
the library. They were noisy and unruly. Books were purposely damaged and it was 
impossible for Mrs. Edwards to continue her work. Only after the theatre closed was she 
able to continue devoting her time to young persons interested in improving their 
reading ability. 
....The library has been a place to read and study for the young, and for the old. It has 
even been a home for those children who slept in its quietness until closing time.” 
(Source: “Librarian Is Quiet, Unassuming.” 
By Peggy M. Peterman, St. Petersburg Times, April 11, 1965, p. 10B, Local and 
National Negro News section.) 
 
 

(Circa) 1960s 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
In a 2021 oral history interview Irving Sanchez III talked about his family’s funeral home 
business. He was born in 1959 and remembers going to school in the Gas Plant area 
during the 1960s.  
“I had an aunt that lived in the Gas Plant area, on 3rd Avenue South. She was the 
matriarch who acquired the funeral home. And my dad was a descendant who took the 
funeral home over after she bought it. 
She was married to a gentleman named R.C. Calhoun, who was a builder. And he built 
a ton of houses right there in the Gas Plant area, and churches -- namely, First Baptist 
Institutional Church on 3rd Avenue and 16th Street. He was actually the builder of that 
church.” 
(Source: Audio / Transcript -- 
Irving Sanchez III oral history interview. 
African American Burial Grounds Oral History Project. 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong. 
Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries, May 7, 2021). 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/4/ 
 
 

1966 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The 168-unit Royal Court Apartments [at the former site of the Oaklawn cemetery] are 
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only a signature away from becoming low-income, public housing, the St. Petersburg 
Public Housing Authority (SPHA) disclosed yesterday....It will be the first public housing 
venture in St. Petersburg since 1940-41, when the 446-apartment Jordan Park was 
developed. 
....The purchase agreement for Royal Court is between the SPHA and the Federal 
Housing Authority (FHA) in Washington. The FHA took over Royal Court about three 
years ago when its mortgage was foreclosed. Since then, it has completely rehabilitated 
the apartments. It spent about $200,000 on refurbishing.” [After taking over control of 
the site, the St. Petersburg Housing Authority reopened the units as the Laurel Park 
housing project.]   
(Source: “Apartments to be Public Housing.” 
St. Petersburg Times, July 1, 1966, p. 3B.) 
 
 

 
Laurel Park apartments 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, August 25, 1966, p. 3B.) 
 

 
Article Excerpt: 
“The Royal Court Apartments [at the former site of the Oaklawn cemetery] now has 
new management, the St. Petersburg Housing Authority, and a new name, ‘Laurel 
Park.’ Some changes in appearance also are planned. 
The Authority became owners of Royal Court July 26 and immediately began the job of 
turning the 167 apartments into low-income, public housing. 
To give substance to the new name, the authority has bought nearly $3,000 worth of 
large palm trees to be planted throughout the apartment complex. 
Gerald Metko, the authority’s executive director, said he hoped the palms would break 
up the ‘institutional’ look of the two-story, look-alike apartment buildings. 
Metko said the first of the palms will be planted soon along the Fifth Avenue South side 
of the complex. The other boundaries are Third Avenue South and the alleys west of 
17th Street.” 
(Source: “Laurel Park Public Housing Changes Set.” 
St. Petersburg Times, August 25, 1966, p. 3B.) 
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1967 
 

 
1949 class photo at Davis Elementary 

(Courtesy The Weekly Challenger) 
 

 
The Gas Plant neighborhood’s Davis Elementary at Third Ave. S. and Tenth Street, 
which originally opened as Davis Academy in 1910, closed in 1967. Davis Academy 
was the first school for African American children in St. Petersburg.  
 
 

 
Weekly Challenger newspaper box 

(Courtesy David Shedden) 
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The St. Petersburg African American newspaper, The Weekly Challenger, was founded 
by Cleveland Johnson in 1967. The newspaper offered home delivery and Weekly 
Challenger newspaper boxes throughout the Gas Plant neighborhood.  
https://lib.stpetersburg.usf.edu/weeklychallenger 
 
 

1970 
 
1970 Census 
St. Petersburg:      216,159 
Pinellas County:      522,329  
Tampa:       277,714 
Hillsborough County:     490,265 
Florida:    6,789,443 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 216,232, including 31,911 African Americans -- or about 
15 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 112.) 
 
 

1973 
 
Dissertation Excerpt: 
“As early as June, 1973, Milo Smith and Associates, commissioned by the city council, 
prepared a redevelopment plan for the ‘Intown’ section of the city. This study 
recommended that the Gas Plant be a priority area for development after 
Jamestown/Methodist Town.” 
(Source: “An Ethnohistorical Analysis of the Political Economy of Ethnicity Among 
African Americans in St. Petersburg, Florida.” By Evelyn Newman Phillips. 
PhD dissertation, Department of Anthropology, University of South Florida,  
1994, p. 136.) 
http://palmm.digital.flvc.org/islandora/object/usf%3A10311#page/title/mode/1up 

 
 

(Circa) 1970s  
 

Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
In a 2021 oral history interview Ennis Davis remembered visiting the Gas Plant 
neighborhood and the 16th Street area near the former Moffett and Evergreen 
cemeteries. (This may have been in the late 1970s after the interstate was built.)  
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“There was this seldom used railroad line that ran through there, so that was always 
fascinating to me because I wanted to see if it was ever used. So when we’d go 
through, I’d look around to see if there were boxed cars and things like that on it. I 
remember....I guess if you’re on 16th Street South and you go under I-175 and I 
remember the middle school on one corner, John Hopkins [16th Street Middle / Junior 
High School], Campbell Park was a big park that was on the other corner....” 
(Source: Audio / Transcript -- 
Ennis Davis oral history interview. 
African American Burial Grounds Oral History Project. 
Interviewed by Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries,  
August 27, 2021 (Tampa focus) / October 8, 2021 (St. Petersburg focus). 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/6/ 

 
 

1976 
 
In 1976 human remains were found at the former Evergreen Cemetery site when 
apartments, which were built in the late 1950s, were razed to build Interstate I-275. 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“St. Petersburg homicide detectives were to renew search efforts today after city fire 
fighters discovered what are believed to be human bones in an alley behind a vacant 
apartment building on the city’s near southside Tuesday. 
....The apartment building, which was built in the late 1950s over the site of the 
Evergreen Cemetery, has been vacated in recent weeks pending its destruction as  
I-275 construction moves south.”  
(Source: “Human Bones Found at Scene of Mattress Fire.”  
By Patrick Tyler, St. Petersburg Times, February 11, 1976, p. 1B.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Human bones found near a vacant apartment building at 1650 Fifth Ave. S may end up 
as permanent residents of the Pinellas County Morgue. 
….‘The chances are more than 90 per cent that they are from that cemetery,’ Dr. Wood 
said. She referred to police confirmation that the builder of what were known as the 
‘Pink Apartments’ erected their building in the late 1950s on the site of the Evergreen 
Cemetery....” 
(Source: “Medical Examiner Pretty Sure Bones Came from Old Cemetery.” 
By Patrick Tyler, St. Petersburg Times, February 18, 1976, p. 9B.) 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“For the second time this year the grinding, earth-shuffling advance of Interstate 275 
has yielded human bones. 
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....Thursday, it was a construction work’s turn. Anthony Garvilla was preparing ground at 
the same location when he unearthed a skull.  
....Luther Swope, whose brother Grady developed what came to be known as the ‘Pink 
Apartments’ at the site in the late 1950s, said after the earlier find that construction 
workers more than a decade ago conducted a mass excavation of the graves. He said 
workers often were not able to find the full contents of any given grave.”   
(Source: “Under the Spreading Freeway Lies...”  
By Patrick Tyler, St. Petersburg Times, July 16, 1976, p. 1B.) 
   

1978 
 
Dissertation Excerpt: 
“On September 7, 1978, the city council declared itself the St. Petersburg Community 
Redevelopment Agency by Resolution 78-738 and proposed to rid the downtown of 
blighted conditions in the Gas Plant. Essentially, the city proposed to upgrade the living 
conditions of the residents, relocate and rehabilitate sound structures and to build an 
industrial park to create jobs. The original plan left the Gas Plant intact as a whole 
community. 
However, in 1982, St. Petersburg informed its citizens that the plans for the Gas Plant 
would be altered. The area was to become the site of a baseball stadium.” 
(Source: “An Ethnohistorical Analysis of the Political Economy of Ethnicity Among 
African Americans in St. Petersburg, Florida.” By Evelyn Newman Phillips. 
PhD dissertation, Department of Anthropology, University of South Florida, 1994,  
p. 136.) 
http://palmm.digital.flvc.org/islandora/object/usf%3A10311#page/title/mode/1up 
 

 
1980 

 

 
1980 aerial image of the Gas Plant neighborhood 

(Courtesy Historical Aerial Photography Index, Pinellas County website) 
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1980 Census 
St. Petersburg:      238,647 
Pinellas County:      728,531  
Tampa:       271,523 
Hillsborough County:     646,960 
Florida:    9,746,324 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 238,647, including 40,903 African Americans -- or about 
17 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 112.) 
 
 

 
The Gas Plant neighborhood 

(Courtesy The Weekly Challenger) 
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“Laurene Barson moved to St. Petersburg in 1909, when job prospects were good for a 
young black woman seeking a position as a restaurant cook. In 1916 she rented a 
small, tin-roofed house ‘built out of all good heart wood. You can’t get that kind of 
lumber no more.’ In 1923 Laurene's landlord brought in a mule team and hauled her 
house from its original location to the segregated Gas Plant neighborhood. Laurene 
went with it. She stayed to raise a family, plant shrubs and bushes, and develop an 
extended support network in her neighborhood. 
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In 1980, ninety-four-year-old Laurene still chopped wood for the stove where she did all 
her cooking and groceries she carried home from the store on foot.” 
(Source: City of Green Benches: Growing Old in a New Downtown.   
By Maria D. Vesperi, 1985, pgs. 102-103.) 
 
 

1984 
 

 
1984 aerial image of the Gas Plant neighborhood 

(Courtesy Historical Aerial Photography Index, Pinellas County website) 
 

 
In 1984 the two large cylinder gas storage tanks (or gas holders) that had stood in the 
center of the Gas Plant neighborhood were dismantled. The first storage tank was 
constructed in 1914 and the second began operation in 1946.    
 
 

1986 
 
Construction of the future Tropicana Field baseball site began in 1986. The original 
name of the stadium was the Florida Suncoast Dome and it opened without a team in 
1990. The name of the stadium changed to the Thunderdome from 1993-1996 when the 
Lightning hockey team played there. The Tampa Bay Devil Rays baseball franchise was 
awarded to the area in 1995 and their inaugural season at Tropicana Field started in 
1998. 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“Along with the construction of Interstate 275 and the displacement it caused, probably 
no other project caused the degree of resentment that the Gas Plant bulldozing did. Part 
of it was because residents there had believed renewal of another kind was coming, a 
baseball stadium. The decision was not universally popular because baseball had not 
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been part of the original plan. The original plan to rehabilitate the Gas Plant 
neighborhood called for new housing, an industrial park and hundreds of new jobs. 
When the idea of baseball came up, city council member David Welch warned officials: 
‘When you went into this area and moved out all the people, you said you were going to 
rehabilitate and create light industry and create jobs. You have a moral obligation to 
those individuals who were moved out for what you have told them.’” 
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods. 
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, pgs. 85-87.) 
 
 
Book Excerpt: 
“The 20th century history of the African American community, particularly in the 
southern states, is a difficult one and can be characterized as one of resilience, 
perseverance, and triumph against the odds. Rosalie Peck, co-author of St. 
Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods and life-long resident of St. 
Petersburg, offers that: ‘One word defined St. Petersburg’s historic African American 
neighborhoods: connectivity’ (Peck & Wilson, 2008). 
Currently, only one portion of the historic neighborhoods remains, around 9th Ave. S., 
the avenue of Faith, and 22nd St. S., the street of Music. The three original settlements, 
Peppertown, Methodist Town and the Gas Plant no longer exist....” 
(Source: Where Have All The Mangoes Gone?: 
Reactivating the Tropicana Field Site -- On the Threshold of St Petersburg’s History, 
Culture and Memory. 
By Sarah Jane Vatelot, St. Petersburg Press, 2020, p. 8.) 
See Also: 
“Community Voices: Where have all the mangoes gone?” 
By Sarah Jane Vatelot, St. Pete Catalyst, August 8, 2019.) 
https://stpetecatalyst.com/community-voices-where-have-all-the-mangoes-gone/ 
 
 

1987 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Listening to Mamie Doyle Brown talk about the history of St. Petersburg’s black 
community is fun. 
She’s colorful and witty, and has done her homework on how black folks lived, worked, 
and built this city and county decades ago. 
….‘If you can remember swinging across Booker Creek on a rope made of vines, 
without your mother’s consent, if you remember playing in a den on the bank of Booker 
Creek. The den was a big hole in the ground dug by the boys to get away from the 
nosey girls. It was partitioned off with rooms, a stove and books.’ 
....Another was walking through the black cemeteries in the vicinity of 16th Street and 
Fifth Avenue S. The cemeteries were destroyed to make room for other establishments. 
‘We lost a lot of history when they dug up the tombstones,’ Brown says sadly. ‘We used 
to play running through the cemetery, and listening to the men singing who sat on the 
tombstones and drank liquor.’ 
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….‘This community was built by grass-roots people, domestics, laborers who forged 
homes out of the wilderness. Just plain old working people. They were invisible people 
then, and still are. They reared their children, bought homes, and decided to stick 
around.’” 
(Source: “Do You Remember Lead Pies.” 
By Peggy Peterman, St. Petersburg Times, November 16, 1987, p. 1D.) 
 
 
In 1987, Ninth Street, which borders the east side of the Gas Plant neighborhood, was 
renamed in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
 

1990  
 
1990 Census 
St. Petersburg:        238,629 
Pinellas County:        851,659  
Tampa:         280,015 
Hillsborough County:       834,054 
Florida:    12,937,926 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 238,629, including 46,726 African Americans -- or about 
20 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 113.) 
 
 
The Laurel Park housing project, which was built on the former Oaklawn Cemetery site, 
was razed to create Tropicana Field parking lots. In 1988 the city had taken over 
ownership of the complex from the St. Petersburg Housing Authority.  
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1990 newspaper article; 1949 photograph 

(Courtesy St. Petersburg Times, July 26, 1990, p. 3) 
 
 
Article Excerpt:  
“The possibility that century-old graves may lie beneath Laurel Park has put a crimp in 
the city’s plan to tear down the public housing project and put in a parking lot.....Old 
maps and city directories show that the land beneath Laurel Park was Oaklawn 
Cemetery around the turn of the century. Although the graves were supposed to have 
been removed before the land was built upon in 1949, some people are not sure that 
was done.”  
(Source: “Graves Might Stall Demolition.” 
By Alicia Caldwell, St. Petersburg Times, July 26, 1990, p. 3, Largo/Seminole Times 
section.) 
 

1994 
 

 
1994 aerial image of the former Gas Plant neighborhood 

(Courtesy Historical Aerial Photography Index, Pinellas County website) 
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1998 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“In just two more days, thousands of people will come from all over for a revitalized 
city’s Opening Day. 
As they buy their cold drinks, peanuts and Cracker Jack, many will not know -- or 
perhaps even care -- what the real dirt under Tropicana Field supported before the 
dream of Major League Baseball was there. 
It was a neighborhood of large houses, small businesses, apartments, tenement 
shacks, nightclubs and churches. 
Its name was the Gas Plant, for the two giant fuel tanks that towered over the center of 
the neighborhood. When the bulldozers came in the early 1980s, clearing the way for 
what was then just a big gamble, the city erased one of its oldest African-American 
neighborhoods. 
What it couldn't erase were the memories. Even today, the name Gas Plant brings a 
sigh of nostalgia to those who remember it. Middle-aged adults remember their 
childhoods. Old folks recall the families they raised. Preachers, the ones they baptized, 
married and buried.” 
(Source: “Around the dome, echoes of the past.” 
By James Harper, St. Petersburg Times, March 29, 1998, page 1B.) 
https://bit.ly/3ybW6fd 
 

2000 
 
2000 Census 
St. Petersburg:        248,232 
Pinellas County:        921,482  
Tampa:         303,447 
Hillsborough County:       998,948 
Florida:    15,982,378 
 
 
Book Excerpt:   
“St. Petersburg’s population is 248,232 including 55,502 African Americans -- or about 
22 percent -- according to the federal census.”  
(Source: St. Petersburg’s Historic African American Neighborhoods.  
By Rosalie Peck and Jon Wilson, 2008, p. 113.) 
 
 

2005 
 
Article Excerpt: 
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“We danced, drank and mingled at the Cozy Corner Tavern and partied at Prince Hall 
Masonic Building. We protected our community. Today, this area marks the East 
entrance to Tropicana Field. Only persons who gather in the area know that this was 
once a thriving community.”  
(Source: “Gas Plant Historic Markers.” 
By Norman E. Jones, The Weekly Challenger, October 13, 2005, p. 3.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/challenger/952/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“During pre-civil rights days for black people of the South, the Pittsburgh Courier and 
Chicago Defender [black newspapers] were our libraries. They were all we had. But, as 
predicted by our long-suffering ancestors, a change did come. Eventually black citizens 
of St. Petersburg were blessed with the James Weldon Johnson Library near the 
Harlem Theater on Tenth Street and Third Avenue South [in the Gas Plant 
neighborhood], with Mr. Helen Edwards as librarian.” 
(Source: “Black History Comes to St. Petersburg.” 
By Rosalie Peck, The Weekly Challenger, November 24, 2005, p. 3.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/challenger/958/ 
 

 
2006 

 
Article Excerpt: 
“The remains of Sharter and Brownlow were removed in 1958 from the early-day 
Moffett Cemetery, now long gone from its Fifth Avenue S site, just west of where 
Tropicana Field now stands. They were reinterred in Lincoln. 
The two were among about 150 reinterments from Moffett to Lincoln in 1958, according 
to the society’s brief history of the cemetery. Many remains were unidentified. Another 
86 ‘unknown individuals’ were moved from Moffett to Lincoln between 1926 and 1927, 
according to the history.” 
(Source: “Unraveling the mysteries at a place of final rest.” 
By Jon Wilson, St. Petersburg Times, April 12, 2006.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/archive/2006/04/14/unraveling-the-mysteries-at-a-place-of-
final-rest/ 

 
2007 

 
Article Excerpt: 
“Nearly 800 people lived, worked, played and prayed in the 66-acre, predominantly 
African-American Gas Plant district, named for the two fuel towers that stood where the 
stadium is now. Businesses like the Harlem Theater and Citizen’s Lunch Counter 
thrived. The area was home to St. Pete’s first African-American elementary school and 
one of the community's first libraries. Three churches attracted parishioners from across 
South St. Pete. Shacks filled with renters lined some of the brick streets; well-kept 
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bungalows lined blocks like those off of Fifth Avenue South, including the home of St. 
Pete’s first African-American physician, Dr. James Ponder. Many residents owned their 
homes and had lived there for more than a decade.” 
(Source: “Build a Stadium, Raze a Neighborhood: 
Memories of Gas Plant haunt the Rays’ latest plans.” 
By Alex Pickett, Creative Loafing, November 28, 2007.) 
https://www.cltampa.com/news/build-a-stadium-raze-a-neighborhood-12270838 
 

 
2010 

 
2010 Census 
St. Petersburg:        244,769 
Pinellas County:        916,542  
Tampa:         335,709 
Hillsborough County:    1,229,226 
Florida:    18,801,310 
 
 

2013 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Lincoln Cemetery, resting place for thousands of African Americans since 1926, holds 
a story in every grave. Walk through its nine acres, shaded by oak, pine and palm, and 
look at the markers. 
Some are impressive, such as the ones for the pioneer Jordan family, Elder Sr., his wife 
Mary Frances and the couple’s sons. Their story of early entrepreneurship is familiar 
and their name still resonates through community landmarks such as Jordan Park and 
Jordan Elementary. 
Civil rights figures such as Ralph Wimbish and Robert Swain are there. So is Fanny 
Ayer Ponder and other revered Gibbs High School educators. Activist Chester James, 
for whom Jamestown is named, and his wife Rachel, who founded the city’s first 
African-American private school, lie not far away. 
....Soon after Lincoln opened, the remains of about 86 individuals were disinterred from 
Moffett and reinterred at the new cemetery. In 1958, there were about 150 more re-
interments from Moffett to Lincoln, according to a 600-page book compiled 
by a Pinellas Genealogy Society research team.” 
(Source: “St. Pete’s Hidden History: Lincoln Cemetery.” 
By Jon Wilson, The Weekly Challenger, September 12, 2013, p. 9.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1245&context=challenger 

 
 

2017 
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Article Excerpt: 
“Irving Sanchez remembers the Gas Plant. 
His after-school route took him through the heart of the razed St. Petersburg 
neighborhood. Immaculate Conception, off 16th St. S., let out at 2:30. His aunt picked 
him up after school, drove east down 3rd Ave. S., and kept him at her house on the 
corner of 9th until Sanchez's parents got off work. 
In the 1980s the city leveled the buildings and homes in Gas Plant to make room for a 
domed stadium. Sanchez, now 58, remembers the candy store across from his aunt’s 
house (by today’s ‘Urban Style Flats’). He attended McCabe Methodist Church, one 
block south. Now it is a parking garage.” 
(Source: “Gas Plant -- imagining a lost neighborhood.” 
By Thomas Hallock, Creative Loafing, October 19, 2017.) 
https://bit.ly/3yRjM96 
 
 
During 2017 the Lincoln Cemetery Society purchased Lincoln Cemetery from the 
Sumner Marble and Granite Company (aka Lincoln Cemetery Inc.).  
Also in 2017 students from Boca Ciega High School published the 200-page book, The 
Lincoln Cemetery Chronicles.   
 

2019 
 

Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“‘It has always been the case of the city fathers to relocate the African American 
community to expand the business district,’ said the Rev. Wayne Thompson of First 
Baptist Institutional Church in St. Pete. ‘I was a young pastor, probably 25 years old, 26 
years old, when the city came to talk to the black ministers about signing on for the help 
of relocating that area, that they were going to bring jobs, they were going to bring 
businesses to the area.’ 
Thompson is referring to the historically black Gas Plant neighborhood of St. Pete that 
was razed in the 1980s to make room for the Trop. He says neighbors were originally 
told that the land they sold would bring in new business and would help the black 
community, but that never happened. 
‘They used that land for the Trop instead of businesses,’ he said. 
(Source: “Black community fears more broken promises if Trop site is redeveloped.” 
By Emerald Morrow, WTSP-TV, July 18, 2019.) 
https://bit.ly/3sxmInl 
 

 
2020 
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2020 aerial image of the former Gas Plant neighborhood 

(Courtesy Historical Aerial Photography Index, Pinellas County website) 
 

 

 
Booker Creek   

(Courtesy David Shedden) 
 
Book Excerpt: 
Remembering the Gas Plant neighborhood by Kenneth Welch: 
“I’m third generation St. Pete. My grandmother moved from Live Oak and my granddad 
was from South Georgia....My grandfather had a firewood and topsoil business that was 
right where Tropicana Field now is, on Sixteenth Street and about Fourth and Fifth 
Avenue -- where the ticket counter now is. It was called Welch’s Wood Lot. All the boys 
in the family grew up working there. Our church, Prayer Tower, was at Fourteenth and 
Fourth. My Uncle Clarence, who was also a science teacher in Pinellas County Schools, 
was the pastor. There were churches and businesses all in this area. 
....There was such a rich community there before the Dome. Folks didn’t want to lose 
that. When the Gas Plant community was uprooted, it was with the promise of 
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development and jobs -- which has really not occurred.” 
(Source: “Afterword: A Conversation with Kenneth Welch.”  
Interviewed by Thomas Hallock. Voices of Booker Creek, 2020, pgs. 142-143.) 
[On January 6, 2022, Kenneth Welch became St. Petersburg’s first African American 
mayor.] 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Thirty years ago, residents stepped forward when the city prepared to pave parking lots 
1 and 2 for Tropicana Field. 
They thought caskets were under those 12 acres on the corner of 16th Street South and 
spreading from Third Avenue South to Fifth Avenue South. 
It was once the home to Oaklawn Cemetery, the city was told, and bodies were likely 
left behind when it was moved in the mid-20th century. 
Oaklawn was adjacent to two other cemeteries. In 1976, human remains were 
unearthed from one of those properties during construction, years after the burial 
grounds were supposed to have been moved, bolstering the belief that bodies were also 
under the parking lot land. 
But the land was paved without further investigation.” 
(“Source: “Are there graves under Tropicana Field parking lots? Archaeologists want to 
find out.” 
By Paul Guzzo, Tampa Bay Times, July 2, 2020.) 
https://bit.ly/387t7yt 
 
 
Video -- 
This Tropicana Field area redevelopment RFP video looks back at the history of the 
Gas Plant neighborhood. 
City of St. Petersburg, October 2020. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK2o7uqMuWM 
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Members of the USF  
African American Burial Ground & Remembering Project   

on a tour of the former Oaklawn Cemetery complex, November 5, 2020  
(Courtesy David Shedden) 

 
 
On November 5, 2020, members of the USF African American Burial Ground & 
Remembering Project toured the site of the former Oaklawn Cemetery complex which 
is now under parts of Tropicana Field’s parking lot and Interstate 175 at 5th Avenue 
South and 16th Street.  
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“In Tampa Bay and across the nation, many African-American burial grounds and 
cemeteries have been lost to history, neglected, abandoned, even paved over and 
developed on. A research project funded by a University of South Florida anti-racism 
initiative seeks to recover and reimagine the forgotten history of these sacred places. 
Consisting of faculty, staff, graduate students, and community partners from fields such 
as anthropology, business, English and the arts, the African American Burial 
Grounds & Remembering Project will identify and preserve these cemeteries in 
Tampa Bay.” 
(Source: “Research project to recover, engage public on lost history of Black burial 
grounds in Tampa Bay.” 
USF St. Petersburg campus, The Weekly Challenger, December 23, 2020.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/research-project-to-recover-engage-public-on-lost-
history-of-black-burial-grounds-in-tampa-bay/ 
 
 

2021 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“New plans are afoot for the sprawling Tropicana Field site, where Black families once 
lived and from which they were displaced. 
Little has gone smoothly for the site since more than 2,000 Black residents were 
uprooted, along with their places of worship and businesses. 
Talk of redeveloping the community of small Black neighborhoods, spread across 66 
acres in what was called the Gas Plant area, dates back to 1973. The City Council 
subsequently declared the area a place of ‘slum and blight’ and promised residents 
better housing and light industry that would yield precious jobs. 
It never happened.” 
(Source: “Tropicana Field came at a cost to the Black community.” 
By Waveney Ann Moore, St. Pete Catalyst, February 5, 2021.) 
https://stpetecatalyst.com/tropicana-field-came-at-a-cost-to-the-black-community/ 
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Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Archeologists are spending the week at Tropicana Field looking for evidence of a lost 
African American cemetery that may have been paved over decades ago. 
The cemetery was supposed to have been relocated, but that may not have been the 
case.” 
(Source: “Tropicana Field parking lot may be site of forgotten African American 
cemetery.” 
By Dan Matics, WTVT-TV, FOX 13 News, March 29, 2021.) 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/tropicana-field-parking-lot-may-be-site-of-forgotten-
african-american-cemetery 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Archaeologists from Cardno have started a ground-penetrating radar search for graves 
from a lost African American cemetery that documents show could be underneath a 
parking lot in Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, a city official said Thursday.” 
(Source: “Search underway at Tropicana Field for graves from lost Black cemetery.” 
By Emerald Morrow, WTSP-TV, March 25, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3KO68Wp 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“A crew hired by the city of St. Petersburg has begun scanning land near Tropicana 
Field in search of lost grave sites, a potential sticking point that could affect 
redevelopment of the 86-acre site. 
Archaeologists with the Riverview company Cardno this week started using ground 
penetrating radar to probe land in parking lots 1 and 2 west of Tropicana Field, near a 
COVID-19 testing site, to look for skeletal remains on the former site of Oaklawn 
Cemetery.” 
(Source: “Search begins for grave sites at Tropicana Field parking lots in St. 
Petersburg.” 
By Jay Cridlin and Josh Solomon, Tampa Bay Times, March 26, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3waZGDQ 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
“St. Petersburg city officials are weighing a shortlist of four proposals for the 
redevelopment on Tropicana Field. And as the process picks up steam, two prominent 
members of the city’s African American community discuss their hopes for and fears 
about the project. 
Tropicana Field has been home to the Tampa Bay Rays since 1998. 
But the baseball stadium and surrounding parking lots was once a neighborhood. 
On this week’s episode, we focus on the legacy of the Gas Plant neighborhood, and 
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the promises made to its residents.” 
(Source: “St. Petersburg Community Leaders Share Optimism And Concern For 
Tropicana Field Site’s Future.” 
By Bradley George. Produced by Dinorah Prevost. 
Florida Matters, WUSF Public Media, March 30, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3soDwN9 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“This article was written to remind us of what we lost when the City decided to build a 
[Tropicana Field] stadium, and the lessons learned from repeated failures to meet 
equity goals for past developments there.” 
(Source: “Timeline: 40 Years of Broken Promises to the Black Community Over the 
Trop; What We Lost & What to Watch for as Developers Present This Week.” 
By Toni Gallardo, The Power Broker, April 5, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3PkTH7X 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“St. Petersburg griot Gwendolyn Reese grew up at 1305 Fifth Ave. S, in a cherished 
part of town known as Sugar Hill. In the 1970s, Interstate 175 bowled through her block, 
and following a nationwide pattern, leveled a Black community. Reese has given her 
adult life to preserving the landmarks and memories that survive in south St. Pete. 
‘The church where I was baptized and married is no longer there,’ Reese explained at a 
recent forum, speaking in her carefully measured alto. ‘I can tell my children my story, 
but I cannot take them and actually show them the buildings.’ 
Stories of the adjacent Gas Plant neighborhood follow the same refrain. Black space 
got replaced by white ‘urban renewal.’ Promising light industry, the city razed the 86-
acre site around what is now Tropicana Field, where Booker Creek still flows. The 
story has been told many times: how the city bulldozed over 285 buildings, 500 
households, and at least nine churches.” 
(Source: “Old wounds and big promises weigh on proposals for redevelopment of St. 
Pete’s Tropicana Field.”  
By Thomas Hallock, Creative Loafing, April 14, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3MB0fhe 
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Tropicana Field 
(Courtesy City of St. Petersburg) 

 
 
Development Proposals for Tropicana Field site:  
1. Midtown Development  
2. Portman Holdings, Third Lake Partners 
3. Sugar Hill Community Partners, JMA Ventures 
4. Unicorp National Development 
City of St. Petersburg, Internet Archive copy, April 2021. 
https://bit.ly/3PnDYFr 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Are there still graves buried on the Tropicana Field property? That’s what USF 
researchers are waiting to find out. If there are remains at the site, researchers said 
they plan to honor and identify the people buried there and their descendants.” 
(Source: “Are there graves still buried on the Tropicana Field property?” 
By Saundra Weathers, Bay News 9, April 20, 2021.) 
https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2021/04/20/are-there-graves-still-buried-on-
the-tropicana-field-property-# 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
On May 19, 2021, Gwendolyn Reese interviewed Dr. Antoinette Jackson and Dr. Julie 
Armstrong about the USF African American Burial Ground and the Remembrance 
Project. 
(Source: “The African American Burial Ground and Remembering Project.” 
A Community Conversation with the African American Heritage Association & Tombolo 
Books. 
Dr. Antoinette Jackson and Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong are interviewed by Gwendolyn 
Reese,  May 19, 2021.) 
https://www.facebook.com/TomboloBooks/videos/847947952477017 
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I-175 near Tropicana Field 
(Courtesy David Shedden) 

 
 

 
I-175 near Tropicana Field 
(Courtesy David Shedden) 

 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“A spokesperson with the Florida Department of Transportation, District 7, said on 
Wednesday it is working with Pinellas County on a possible conduit project within the 
boundaries of two historic cemeteries under I-175 in St. Petersburg. Documents show 
the city condemned Evergreen and Moffett cemeteries in 1926, and crews constructing 
the interstate later found human remains in 1976.” 
(Source: “FDOT investigating erased veteran and Black cemeteries 
under I-175 ahead of possible project.” 
By Emerald Morrow, WTSP-TV, May 26, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/2SRh1Bs 
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Article Excerpt:  
“Across the nation and throughout Tampa Bay, African-American cemeteries have been 
lost to history, neglected, abandoned, even paved over and developed on. Even in St. 
Pete, where Tropicana Field has stood on long-forgotten burial grounds for years, a 
group of University of South Florida researchers aims to unearth their history.  
This month’s Community Conversations with the African American Heritage Association 
(AAHA), in partnership with Tombolo Books, centered around the African American 
Burial Grounds and the Remembrance Project. Featured guests joining Gwendolyn 
Reese, president of the AAHA, in the virtual discussion included USF Professors Dr. 
Antoinette Jackson and Dr. Julie Armstrong.” 
(Source: “St. Pete’s Black burial grounds erased from history.” 
By Frank Drouzas, The Weekly Challenger, May 27, 2021.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/st-petes-black-burial-grounds-erased-from-history/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The findings attracted the attention of several USF faculty from both the Tampa and St. 
Petersburg campuses, and USF announced the funding of a year-long series of 
research projects in July 2020 -- one of which is the African American Burial Grounds 
& Remembering Project, led by Dr. Antoinette Jackson of the USF Department of 
Anthropology.” 
(Source: “The Lost African American Cemeteries of Tampa Bay & What’s Being Done to 
Remember Them.” 
By Drew Smith, Associate Librarian and Genealogist, June 9, 2021.) 
https://lib.usf.edu/news/the-lost-african-american-cemeteries-of-tampa-bay-whats-
being-done-to-remember-them/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“In Tampa Bay and across the nation, a number of African American burial grounds and 
cemeteries have been lost to history, neglected, abandoned, even paved over and 
developed. A research project funded by a USF anti-racism initiative is seeking to 
recover and reimagine the forgotten history of these sacred places. Consisting of 
faculty, staff, graduate students and community partners from fields such as 
anthropology, business, English and the arts, the African American Burial Grounds & 
Remembering Project seeks to identify and preserve these cemeteries in Tampa Bay.” 
(Source: “Anti-Racism Initiative Seeks to Recover History of Black Burial Grounds.” 
USF Magazine, Summer 2021, pages 14-15.) 
https://issuu.com/usfucm/docs/usf_magazine_summer_2021 
 
 
Article Excerpt:  
“Graves from five erased Black or mostly Black cemeteries have been discovered 
throughout Tampa Bay in recent years, but the issue is not unique to this area. 
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Such burial grounds have been found throughout the nation. 
So, a team of University of South Florida professors and doctoral students created the 
Black Cemetery Network website at blackcemeterynetwork.org to serve as a hub for the 
movement to bring dignity to those cemeteries.” 
(Source: “USF launches website to serve as a national hub for erased Black 
cemeteries.” 
By Paul Guzzo, Tampa Bay Times, June 16, 2021.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/history/2021/06/16/usf-launches-website-to-
serve-as-a-national-hub-for-erased-black-cemeteries/ 
See Also: 
The Black Cemetery Network: Homepage 
https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/ 
The Black Cemetery Network: 
African American Burial Ground and Remembering Project page. 
https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/usfresearch 
 
 

 
The Black Cemetery Network website   

 
 
In July 2021, the Cardno company’s Oaklawn Cemetery ground penetrating radar 
survey of Tropicana Field parking lots 1 and 2 was released by the city of St. 
Petersburg. The report said that three graves may have been found under the 
Tropicana Field parking lots. 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“A new report reveals archaeologists have discovered what appear to be three graves 
from the old Oaklawn Cemetery in parking lot 1 at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg. 
Research into the possibility of graves at the site began amid city talks of redeveloping 
the 86-acres around Tropicana Field.” 
(Source: “Ground-penetrating radar reveals 3 possible graves under Tropicana Field 
parking lot.” 
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By Emerald Morrow, WTSP-TV, August 7, 2021.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVInvH-HeSI 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
“The city of St. Petersburg has hired an engineering firm to scan the 7.4 acre site with 
ground-penetrating radar. 
There is evidence of three possible graves underneath a parking lot at Tropicana Field 
and eight ‘areas of interest,’ according to a report from the city of St. Petersburg.” 
(Source: “Possible Graves Found Under Tropicana Field Parking Lot, Report Finds.” 
By Bradley George, WUSF, August 9, 2021.) 
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/politics-issues/2021-08-09/report-finds-evidence-of-
possible-graves-under-tropicana-field-parking-lot 
See Also: 
“Oaklawn Cemetery Ground Penetrating Radar Survey at Tropicana Field Parking 
Lots 1 and 2 St Petersburg, Florida.” 
Cardno Company, July 19, 2021. Draft. 
https://npr.brightspotcdn.com/e0/d8/f20db0c7480a99b6acd0177596b1/trop-parking-lot-
gpr-report.pdf 
and 
Cardno Oaklawn Cemetery Project Page. 
https://www.cardno.com/projects/oaklawn-cemetery-project/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“When driving by Tropicana Field, Corey Givens Jr. wonders if his great-grandfather, 
Will Williams, is buried under the nearby interstate overpass. 
That’s where Moffett Cemetery was located. Bodies were moved in the 1950s, but 
Givens was told his ancestor was in an unmarked grave that would have been hard to 
find. And he said there is no record of a new burial site. 
‘We never learned if his body was reinterred,’ Givens said. 
He might finally know if bodies were forgotten. 
Moffett was part of a burial campus with three cemeteries. 
Last week, archaeologists announced that ground-penetrating radar discovered there 
are at least three graves under Tropicana Field’s parking lots 1 and 2, at the southern 
boundary next to 5th Ave. S. and Interstate 275.” 
(Source: “Graves were found under Tropicana Field parking lots. Now what?” 
By Paul Guzzo, Tampa Bay Times, August 10, 2021.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/history/2021/08/10/graves-were-found-under-
tropicana-field-parking-lots-now-what/ 
See Also: 
“In search of lost cemeteries.” 
A collection of Tampa Bay Times stories, beginning in 2019, about African American 
burial grounds.  
https://www.tampabay.com/topics/zion/ 
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Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“The city of St. Petersburg will explore the next steps after archaeologists recently found 
a lost cemetery with three possible graves at Tropicana Field, the latest in an effort to 
uncover erased African American cemeteries in Tampa Bay.” 
(Source: “Radar identifies three possible graves under Tropicana Field parking lots.” 
By Briona Arradondo, FOX 13 News, August 11, 2021.) 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/radar-identifies-three-possible-graves-under-
tropicana-field-parking-lots 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
“Five University of South Florida professors launched the Black Cemetery Network 
last June. 
....Launched in June, its purpose is to document and highlight the stories of the nation’s 
unearthed cemeteries and the people buried in them. 
Host Bradley George talks with Antoinette Jackson, chair of USF’s Anthropology 
Department and one of the founders of the Network, and Walter Jennings, a Tampa-
based poet who is also part of the project.” 
(Source: “Tampa Bay-Based Project Continues The Work Of Highlighting Unearthed 
Cemeteries.” 
By Bradley George. Produced by Dinorah Prevost. 
Florida Matters, WUSF Public Media, September 14, 2021.) 
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/show/florida-matters/2021-09-14/tampa-bay-based-
project-continues-the-work-of-highlighting-unearthed-cemeteries 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“In 2020, with funding from a university antiracism initiative, she started the African 
American Burial Grounds and Remembering Project. The project has brought a 
team of anthropologists, historians, activists, artists, poets, and storytellers to burial 
sites in both Tampa and St. Petersburg.” 
(Source: “When Black History Is Unearthed, Who Gets to Speak or the Dead? 
Efforts to rescue African American burial grounds and remains have exposed deep 
conflicts over inheritance and representation.” 
By Jill Lepore, The New Yorker, September 27, 2021.) 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/10/04/when-black-history-is-unearthed-
who-gets-to-speak-for-the-dead 
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(Courtesy The Weekly Challenger) 

 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“Next month, a reunion will be held for former residents and their descendants of the 
Gas Plant and Laurel Park neighborhoods. Both neighborhoods were razed to make 
way for what some called progress, and others called a broken promise. The Dec. 12 
celebration of the past is for former residents and their direct descendants.” 
(Source: “Gas Plant/Laurel Park Reunion: Making it happen.” 
By Jeffery L. Peaten III, The Weekly Challenger, November 19, 2021.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/gas-plant-laurel-park-reunion-making-it-happen/ 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“People who once called the Gas Plant neighborhood or Laurel Park neighborhood 
home are meeting this Sunday for a reunion. 
….‘So what they did is they went for referendum and they initially proposed, in case you 
don’t know, was a light industrial complex that would provide employment and build 
better housing people for the people living in the Gas Plant area,’ said Gwendolyn 
Reece, the African American Heritage Association of St. Petersburg president. ‘I don’t 
think it took more than two years before they said, no, we’re building a baseball field. 
But they didn’t go to referendum to change it and decide to build a baseball field, a 
baseball field that did nothing for the people who had been displaced from there.’ 
….‘I want people to walk away knowing the story and hearing the stories of people who 
lived there so we can feel uplifted about the Gas Plant area and not embarrassed by 
the way it’s often described,’ she said.” 
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(Source: “Reunion for former residents of Black neighborhoods that were demolished to 
build Tropicana Field.” 
By Saundra Weathers, Bay News 9, December 10, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/37Cxd1k 
 
 
Video -- 
Live coverage of the Gas Plant/Laurel Park Neighborhood Reunion. 
December 12, 2021. 
(Part 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CAIsCDSOvs 
(The video begins at 1:06:00) 
and  
(Part 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Yairq94Isk 
 
 
Audio -- 
Excerpt: 
“When the Gas Plant and Laurel Park neighborhoods were demolished in the 1980s, it 
erased part of the city’s Black history. The reunion allowed families to lift up names of 
people, businesses and churches who made up the neighborhoods, and to reminisce 
about the rich history of the city’s Black communities. 
Now the 86 acres around and including Tropicana Field will be redeveloped.” 
(Source: “Two Black neighborhoods were demolished for Tropicana Field. Ex-residents 
gathered and remembered.” 
By Daylina Miller, WUSF, December 12, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/37FIa2g 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“They were vibrant neighborhoods rich with culture in St. Petersburg. 
They no longer exist after officials destroyed them to make room for new development, 
including Tropicana Field in the 1980s. The developments came with empty promises 
from officials about jobs and help. 
Residents from the Gas Plant and Laurel Park neighborhoods reunited to honor the 
neighborhoods’ history Sunday.” 
(Source: “Gas Plant, Laurel Park neighborhoods reunite to honor past.” 
By Miguel Octavio, WTSP-TV, December 12, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3PbRHiq 
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Downtown St. Petersburg near Tropicana Field 

(Courtesy Google Earth) 
 
 
Report Excerpt: 
Remembering the Gas Plant neighborhood by Rev. Watson Haynes: 
“I lived at 1543 3rd Avenue South, right behind First Baptist Institutional Church which 
was on the corner of 3rd Avenue and 16th Street South. There were seven of us and 
my mother worked six days a week making $7 a day. When we had to move for 
‘economic development purposes’ a deacon from our church came to my mother and 
said I want you to have my house and helped her to buy his home and we moved to 
2004 25th Street South. The Gas Plant neighborhood was a family. We had doctors, 
dentists, and teachers in the neighborhood. One of the most influential people in my life 
was Rev. Enoch Davis. He would walk down 3rd Avenue to Webb’s City and one day he 
asked my mother if I could walk with him. My mother said yes and even though I really 
didn’t want to walk with this ‘ole’ man it became a weekly ritual. Eventually, I looked 
forward to our ritual. He instilled stuff in me; not just our history but that he was 
concerned about me. He was giving back.” 
(Source: “Examination of Historical and Modern-Day Impact of Structural Racism on the 
Lives of Black People in the City of St. Petersburg, Florida.” 
City of St. Petersburg commissioned study, December 2021, pgs. 106-107.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/fac_publications/4117 
 
 
Report Excerpt: 
Remembering the Gas Plant neighborhood by Jean Miller Anderson Davies: 
“I lived at 1429 Dixie Avenue South, which was between 14th and 16th Streets. When I 
think back, what impressed me most, although at the time I thought that we were just 
being isolated, is that we really had a well-developed community with almost everything 
in it that I access now within the greater St. Pete. We had grocery stores. We had a 
cemetery. We had a funeral home, we had our churches, there were shoeshine parlors, 
everything that you thought you needed was in the parameter of the Gas Plant area. 
And when I say the Gas Plant area, my mind goes from 7th Avenue to 1st Avenue 
South and from 16th Street to 9th Street or 8th Street because it was in those 
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parameters where our community, our people and our churches and all that we had that 
we were accessing as the neighborhood was within those parameters. And we had the 
Harlem theater. So, you went to the movies, you know, on Sunday or Saturday. The 
library, that was a godsend when they opened that branch of that library there. And all 
Black books. Oh my God. It was just wonderful. And we learned how to use a library, 
how to catalog books. It was just a magical place. You could leave Davis Elementary, 
go to the library. I used it as my way of discovering the whole world. Oh, because I 
would read autobiographies and stories about somebody else’s life. And it was a 
magical place for me, and I would stay there till five o’clock in the afternoon reading, 
imagining myself in another place other than my own neighborhood.” 
(Source: “Examination of Historical and Modern-Day Impact of Structural Racism on the 
Lives of Black People in the City of St. Petersburg, Florida.” 
City of St. Petersburg commissioned study, December 2021, pgs. 107-108.) 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/fac_publications/4117 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Today, St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman announced his selection of Midtown 
Development to serve as the developer of the Tropicana Field Site. This selection is 
the next step in a more than five-year process of extensive community engagement, 
visioning, and master planning. 
Said Mayor Kriseman, ‘I am excited to take this next critical step in the redevelopment 
of the Tropicana Field site. We have worked hard to ensure that this has been an 
inclusive, community-driven process, and I am confident that Alex Vadia and Midtown 
Development, working in partnership with the City of St. Petersburg and stakeholders, 
will ensure the public is front and center as redevelopment moves forward. It Is critically 
important that we begin to honor the promises made a generation ago. My thanks to 
Midtown Development and everyone who has offered their voice in this process as we 
continue to pursue our brightest future in the Sunshine City.’” 
(Source: “Mayor Kriseman’s Announcement about the Selection of Midtown 
Development Group.” 
City of St. Petersburg, December 2, 2021. 
https://www.stpete.org/news_detail_T30_R232.php 
See Also: 
Video: Story about Midtown Announcement. 
Bay News 9, December 2, 2021.) 
https://bit.ly/3l52CN4 
 

2022 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“For decades, the Tampa Bay area’s Black community claimed their historic cemeteries 
were erased by developments. 
There was one on MacDill Air Force Base, they said, another under Tampa’s Robles 
Park Village and several others. 
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But their allegations were ignored. 
Then, in 2019, the Tampa Bay Times began investigating. 
It turned out that they were right. 
Erased and forgotten Black cemeteries have since been discovered on both sides of the 
bridge and there are likely more. 
On Thursday, state legislation titled Abandoned and Historic Cemeteries was filed by 
Sen. Janet Cruz and Rep. Fentrice Driskell, both Tampa Democrats. 
....This bill was based on the recommendations of the Task Force on Abandoned 
African American Cemeteries, which was put together by the state in response to the 
Times’ investigations.” 
(Source: “Tampa lawmakers introduce bill to protect and find erased Black cemeteries.” 
By Paul Guzzo, Tampa Bay Times, January 6, 2022.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/history/2022/01/06/tampa-lawmakers-introduce-
bill-to-protect-and-find-erased-black-cemeteries/ 
See Also:   
Abandoned African-American Cemeteries Task Force. 
(Final Report, December 17, 2021.) 
https://files.floridados.gov/media/705214/hb-37_task-force-on-abandoned-african-
american-cemeteries_report_12-17-2021.pdf 
This ten-member Florida Department of State task force was established in 2021.  
https://dos.myflorida.com/historical/archaeology/human-remains/abandoned-
cemeteries/abandoned-african-american-cemeteries-task-force/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“During any given day, about 40,000 vehicles travel across Interstate 175 into 
downtown St. Petersburg. How many of those drivers know they are cruising over the 
former site of three burial grounds -- Moffett, Evergreen and Oaklawn? These 
cemeteries, like others in our community, were founded during a period in U.S. history 
when racial segregation was legal, cemeteries were typically segregated or partitioned 
along racial lines, and “white-only” spaces from cemeteries to parks to schools meant 
Black people were excluded from access or use.” 
(Source: “It’s a matter of dignity and justice  
to acknowledge African American cemetery erasure.”  
By Shannon Peck-Bartle and Antoinette Jackson, Tampa Bay Times, February 2, 
2022.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2022/02/02/its-a-matter-of-dignity-and-justice-to-
acknowledge-african-american-cemetery-erasure-column/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“In Tampa Bay and across the nation, a number of African American burial grounds and 
cemeteries have been lost to history: erased, neglected, even paved over and 
developed on. 
Historically segregated, some of these burial grounds were cemented over throughout 
the 20th century in the name of urban development. Others fell into disrepair because 
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they weren’t given the same dedicated resources as other burial grounds or were 
forgotten as cities grew around them and local communities were displaced. 
The African American Burial Grounds & Remembering Project seeks to recover 
and reimagine the forgotten history of these sacred places in Tampa Bay. Consisting of 
USF faculty, staff, graduate students and community partners from fields such as 
anthropology, business, English and the arts, the team is working to identify and 
preserve historical Black cemeteries.” 
(Source: “Preserving Black Cemeteries: 
Recovering Lost History By Preserving the Memory and Physical Spaces of Historical 
Black Cemeteries.” 
By Matthew Cimitile, USF St. Petersburg campus Innovations Magazine, Volume 3, 
2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3MuLc8P 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“From Tampa to Clearwater to St. Petersburg, hundreds of unmarked graves are turning 
up at the former locations of historic African American cemeteries. After decades of 
neglect, abandonment and new construction, a project funded by the University of 
South Florida anti-racism initiative hopes to recover and remember the history of those 
hallowed grounds through research and art. 
The African American Burial Grounds & Remembering Project is working with the 
community to identify and preserve those forgotten cemeteries throughout Tampa Bay.” 
(Source: “Research project recovers, remembers lost history of Black cemeteries.” 
By Mark Parker, St. Pete Catalyst, February 2, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/39Kb561 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Several erased African American cemeteries were uncovered in Tampa Bay in the last 
few years, and the work to do right by those buried hasn’t stopped. 
....Understanding what happened and why takes detailed work, and that’s the challenge 
for researchers working on the African American Burial Grounds and Remembering 
Project at the University of South Florida.” 
(Source: “For descendants of those buried at erased Black cemeteries, work never 
stops to honor ancestry.” 
By Briona Arradondo, FOX 13 News, February 9, 2022.) 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/work-never-stops-to-honor-ancestry-for-descendants-
of-those-buried-at-erased-black-cemeteries 
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AABG&R Program at Tampa Bay History Center, February 16, 2022  

(Courtesy Tampa Bay History Center) 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Find out how people across the country and the Tampa Bay area can counter Black 
cemetery erasures. Dr. Antoinette Jackson, USF professor, chair of USF’s Department 
of Anthropology and founder of the Black Cemetery Network, leads this important 
Florida Conversations from the History Center’s TECO Hall.” 
(Source: “African American Burial Grounds and Remembering Project.” 
Tampa Bay History Center, February 2022.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoW1deFtxjA 
 
 
Audio --  
Excerpt: 
“....Meanwhile, The Black Cemetery Network, started a year ago by another USF 
anthropologist, Antoinette Jackson, is tracking Black cemeteries that have been 
neglected, partially relocated, found beneath developed property, or lost entirely. 
On Sunday, Jackson talked about the archive -- and research on several specific lost 
cemeteries -- with group of artists, activists and community members at the Sulphur 
Springs Museum and Heritage Center.” 
(Source: “As Hillsborough County explores forgotten cemeteries, a national archive 
tracks lost Black graves.” 
By Daylina Miller, WUSF Public Media, February 21, 2022.) 
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/politics-issues/2022-02-21/as-hillsborough-county-
explores-forgotten-cemeteries-a-national-archive-tracks-lost-black-graves 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Flagmon Welch was David Welch’s dad, and he owned and operated a woodyard in 
the Gas Plant neighborhood. It was a family business where young Ken worked 
summers and after school. 
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Unfortunately, the area became a casualty of eminent domain, a system implemented 
by the government that gives it the authority to claim privately owned land supposedly 
for the ‘good’ of the community at large.” 
(Source: “Alletha Welch: A mother’s words of wisdom and love.” 
By Joyce Nanette Johnson, The Weekly Challenger, May 6, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/alletha-welch-a-mothers-words-of-wisdom-and-love/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The destruction of the African American community at the Gas Plant area, still 
reverberates through our city. The harm, the broken promises, the dismantling of a 
vibrant community are still present, impactful and must be reconciled. Now, here we are 
at the intersection of reconciliation and progress.” 
(Source: “Trop site in St. Petersburg must benefit Black community.” 
By Rev. J.C. Pritchett II, Tampa Bay Times, May 14, 2022.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2022/05/14/trop-site-in-st-petersburg-must-benefit-
black-community-column/ 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch has a big decision to make in the coming weeks 
regarding the future of the Tropicana Field site. 
On Thursday, a press conference with half a dozen faith leaders will be held in St. 
Petersburg where a major announcement will be made regarding the final developers 
involved in the redevelopment of the site. They haven’t released specifics of the 
announcement, but these faith leaders have played an important role in Mayor Welch’s 
decision process.” 
(Source: “St. Pete faith leaders to discuss Tropicana Field redevelopment, role in 
honoring Gas Plant community.” 
By Dan Matics and Elizabeth Fry, WTVT, May 19, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3wz3gsU 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Nearly a dozen African American faith leaders in St. Pete are making their voices heard 
and urging city leaders to make good on old promises. They want to ensure the 
redevelopment of Tropicana Field honors the history of the site and helps the 
community thrive.” 
(Source: “St. Pete faith leaders make their voices heard on Tropicana Field 
redevelopment project.” 
By Sarah Hollenbeck, WFTS, May 19, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3NoTfUz 
See Also: 
Video of the entire press conference. 
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WTSP, May 19, 2022. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qw7rimvKTM 
 
 

 
New Historic Gas Plant Site Request for Proposal 

(Courtesy City of St. Petersburg) 
 
 
Media Release Excerpt: 
“St. Pete Mayor Kenneth T. Welch announced Wednesday, June 29 that the city is 
canceling the RFP issued in July, 2020 and launching a new RFP process. 
The decision comes after careful consideration and extensive communication with City 
staff regarding city needs, current economic trends and changing workforce needs.” 
(Source: “St. Pete Mayor Kenneth T. Welch announces Historic Gas Plant District RFP 
for Tropicana Field site redevelopment.” 
City of St. Petersburg, June 29, 2022.) 
https://www.stpete.org/news_detail_T30_R380.php 
See Also: 
Video of the announcement from the City of St. Petersburg. 
https://www.facebook.com/StPeteFL/videos/400897998673017 
Video of the announcement from WTSP-TV. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVWjnkWuGNM&t=18s 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Showing off an ax handle from his grandfather’s woodyard, Mayor Ken Welch 
announced Wednesday that he would restart the redevelopment process for Tropicana 
Field. 
Welch is a product of the Gas Plant neighborhood, a Black community that was paved 
over for the 86-acre site that became the ballpark for the Tampa Bay Rays. As the city’s 
first Black mayor, he stood Wednesday next to where his family’s woodyard once was.” 
(Source: “St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch restarts bidding process for Tropicana 
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Field." 
By Colleen Wright, Tampa Bay Times, June 29, 2022.) 
https://www.tampabay.com/news/st-petersburg/2022/06/29/st-petersburg-mayor-ken-
welch-scraps-plans-for-tropicana-field/ 
 
 
Timeline -- 
“Timeline: Tropicana Field and the Rays’ future in Tampa Bay.” 
By Sarah Petrowich, WUSF Public Media - WUSF 89.7, June 29, 2022. 
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/politics-issues/2022-06-29/timeline-tropicana-field-rays-
future-tampa-bay 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“The selection process for Tropicana Field will now be back in the hands of residents 
to help decide. 
St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch made the announcement Wednesday, tossing out 
previously discussed plans they had before for the site, and starting fresh -- kind of.” 
(Source: "St. Pete tosses Tropicana Field development plan, now hopes for decision at 
year's end.” 
By Saundra Weathers, Bay News 9, June 29, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3bNbcit 
 

Article Excerpt: 
“After careful consideration and extensive communication with city staff regarding the 
city’s needs, current economic trends, and changing workforce needs, Mayor Ken 
Welch announced on June 29 that the city is canceling the Request for Proposal issued 
two years ago and launching a new RFP process. 
‘I think it is providential that 40 years after a community was uprooted in the successful 
pursuit of baseball,’ Welch said at a press conference, ‘we now have the opportunity to 
bring the promises of jobs and equitable development to fruition on what I believe, and 
many people believe, to be sacred land.’” 
(Source: “Mayor Welch announced the city is starting over with plans to redevelop Trop 
site.” 
By Frank Drouzas, The Weekly Challenger, June 29, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3AhjTLj 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“The first community conversation on the redevelopment of St. Pete’s Historic Gas 
Plant District is set for 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesday. 
These conversations come after St. Pete Mayor Ken Welch announced a request for 
proposals for the Tropicana Field site redevelopment, located in the historic district, at 
the end of June. 
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The initial RFP, or request for proposal, was canceled due to a change in the 
environment, leaders said. The economic downturn from COVID-19, the affordable 
housing crisis and a study that revealed deep-rooted structural racism impacting the 
lives of Black people in St. Pete prompted the push for a new proposal. 
The 86-acre district was once home to a thriving Black neighborhood that was 
destroyed for new development, including Tropicana Field in the 1980s.”  
(Source: “Community conversations on St. Pete Historic Gas Plant District 
Redevelopment: When and where?” 
By Lucille Lannigan, WTSP-TV, July 12, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3AjUeRd 
 
 
Video -- 
Excerpt: 
“Nearly two weeks after St. Petersburg’s mayor scrapped two redevelopment proposals 
for Tropicana Field, the public had its turn to weigh in on the future of the site. 
The first of three community meetings was held Tuesday evening. About 200 residents 
were able to give their input on what changes they’d like to see in the historic Gas Plant 
District." 
(Source: “St. Pete hosts first forum for public input in Tropicana Field redevelopment.” 
By Justin Matthews and Catherine Hawley, FOX 13 News, July 12, 2022.) 
https://bit.ly/3JWIloq 
See Also: 
Community Conversations Report: 
“Historic Gas Plant District Community Conversations.” 
City of St. Petersburg, July 12-28, 2022. 
https://bit.ly/3exWKvS 
and 
Video: “Historic Gas Plant District: Community Conversations Recap.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSImgd8jt10 
 
 
Video -- 
The “Looking Back to Move Forward” project focuses on the history of the Gas Plant 
and Laurel Park neighborhoods. 
(Source: “Community Conversations.” Gwendolyn Reese and The African American 
Heritage Association. Recorded Zoom session with Tombolo Books, July 20, 2022.) 
https://www.facebook.com/TomboloBooks/videos/438842608104145/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“The story of the Gas Plant and Laurel Park neighborhoods is both unique to Pinellas 
County as well as a history that has been repeated across this country, across 
generations of Black and Brown communities. If we are to move forward with race 
equity, we must know, understand, honor, and be changed by our collective past. 
Taking trips to the library, bicycling through the neighborhood, and marveling at the 
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imposing cylinders at the gas plant are childhood memories for Andrew Walker.” 
(Source: “My Gas Plant Memories: Gas Plant memories provided by Andrew Walker.” 
By Frank Drouzas, The Weekly Challenger, July 21, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/andrew-walker-has-fond-memories-growing-up-in-the-
gas-plant-neighborhood/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Hundreds of Black families, businesses, churches, and community spaces were 
displaced or destroyed by the construction of Tropicana Field. Former residents of the 
Gas Plant and Laurel Park neighborhoods and their descendants share memories of a 
safe, supportive, and thriving community and the lasting impact of its demolition...Born 
and raised in the neighborhood, Lovett relocated with his family when he was 14, 
explaining that ‘we had to move, of course,’ and that his was ‘one the last families here.’ 
He recalled some lean years that followed but also the strong sense of a community 
bond.” (Source: “My Gas Plant Memories: Memories Provided by Carlos Lovett.” 
The Weekly Challenger, August 4, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/memories-provided-by-carlos-lovett/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Sheron Potts, who grew up at 432 11th St. S, is part of a family that helped make a 
difference in young people’s lives in the Gas Plant district. 
Prominent in the community, her parents started the Potts Recreation Center, which 
became a gathering place for kids and featured after-school programs. 
‘They did a lot of things to help the community and help women get on their feet,’ Potts 
said. ‘They helped with programs, after-school programs for the kids in the 
neighborhood.’” 
(Source: “My Gas Plant Memories: Memories provided by Sheron Potts.” 
The Weekly Challenger, August 21, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/memories-provided-by-sheron-potts/ 
 
 
Video --  
Mayor Ken Welch Announces Request for Tropicana Field Area / Former Gas Plant 
Neighborhood Redevelopment Proposals. 
City of St. Petersburg, August 26, 2022.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=iD9edqsP2rI 
See Also: 
“City of St. Petersburg Announcement.” 
Excerpt: 
“A competitive response to this RFP must include plans to.... 
Acknowledgment of future mitigation requirements related to Oaklawn Cemetery.” 
https://www.stpete.org/news_detail_T30_R438.php 
and 
“Historic Gas Plant Site Request for Proposal.”   
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https://bit.ly/3KsIHDz 
and 
City website page for: “Historic Gas Plant District Redevelopment.” 
(This page includes various resources about redevelopment.) 
https://www.stpete.org/residents/current_projects/tropicana_field_site.php 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Shirley Smith-Hayes, who grew up in the Gas Plant and Laurel Park districts, has 
bittersweet memories of her time there. She remembers the happiness experienced in 
her close-knit community and the sadness she felt when she had to relocate. 
She came to St. Pete in 1953 and lived in Royal Court at 325 and 326 Royal St. S, then 
as an adult moved to 1641 Court Ave. S in Laurel Park, where her daughter Stephanie 
Perry was born. 
‘I can remember when they wanted to tear down the Gas Plant area,’ she said. ‘When 
they wanted to tear down the neighborhood, they were giving people money, and some 
of them were using the money to buy houses.’” 
(Source: “My Gas Plant Memories: Memories provided by Shirley Smith-Hayes.” 
The Weekly Challenger, September 7, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/memories-provided-by-shirley-smith-hayes/ 
 
 
Video(s) -- 
Excerpt: 
“Welch was born in 1964. As a child, he admits he didn’t understand the politics that 
created his Gas Plant neighborhood. All he knew was that it was home.  
‘There was no class difference in terms of income,’ he explained. ‘It was the place, 
through structural racism, that African-Americans had to live in the city by law, but out of 
that, they created a vibrant community where a kid growing up, like me, never 
understood the circumstances that discriminated against the community. They made it a 
nurturing community.’” 
(Source: “From Gas Plant resident to St. Pete mayor, Ken Welch’s life comes full 
circle.” 
By Diedra Rodriguez, FOX 13 News, September 13, 2022.) 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/mayor-ken-welch-gas-plant-community 
 
 
Video(s) -- 
Excerpt: 
“In the heart of downtown St. Petersburg, two gas cylinders once stood, casting twin 
shadows over a bustling neighborhood. 
There were hundreds of African Americans who called Gas Plant their home -- before 
Tropicana Field took its place. The tightly knit community was around for nearly a 
century.” 
(Source: “Gas Plant District in St. Pete: One of the oldest Black neighborhoods razed 
for baseball.” 
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By Diedra Rodriguez, FOX 13 News, September 13, 2022.) 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/gas-plant-district-history-st-pete 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Russell Cato, who calls himself a Gas Plant native, lived on Fourth Avenue and 10th 
Street South, attended Davis Elementary School and later Gibbs High School, and 
recalled when African-American families had to relocate out of the district. 
Lamenting the interstate construction that ‘had come through the area, kind of knocking 
us out,’ Cato admitted he was saddened by the destruction of the area’s unique 
community.” 
(Source: “My Gas Plant Memories: Memories provided by Russell Cato.” 
The Weekly Challenger, September 20, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/memories-provided-by-russell-cato/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“At the Gas Plant/Laurel Park reunion event last December, Tara Segall and Andrew 
Lee of Roundhouse Creative Studio recorded memories of various former residents. 
Segall explained that the rich, fond recollections many had of their former home showed 
that the area has been unfairly maligned over the years. 
Segall and Lee realized it deserved to be a bigger project than just a few folks sharing 
memories one afternoon. They and their crew have amassed 25 hours of video for a 
documentary, which is currently in the editing stage of post-production.” 
(Source: “Gas Plant documentary will feature former residents.” 
By Frank Drouzas, The Weekly Challenger, October 13, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/gas-plant-documentary-will-feature-former-residents/ 
 
 
Article Excerpt: 
“Joe Sherot is genuinely a product of the Gas Plant area, as he was born on Dixie 
Avenue and raised on Dunmore Avenue. During his middle school years, he moved with 
his mother to Laurel Park until he departed for the service in 1966 at age 19. He 
remembers it being a close-knit community.” 
(Source: “My Gas Plant Memories: Memories provided by Joe Sherot.” 
The Weekly Challenger, October 13, 2022.) 
https://theweeklychallenger.com/memories-provided-by-joe-sherot/ 
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African American Burial Ground Oral History Project 

Interviews about St. Petersburg and Tampa burial grounds 
(Image is courtesy USF Libraries Digital Commons) 

 
 
Audio and Transcripts: 
African American Burial Ground Oral History Project.  
Digital Commons, University of South Florida Libraries. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/ 
 
Dominuque Cobb oral history interview. (Tampa burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/5/ 
 
Ennis Davis oral history interview. (Tampa and St. Petersburg burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/6/ 
 
Corey Givens Jr. oral history interview. (St. Petersburg burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong.  
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/1/ 
 
Thomas “Jet” Jackson Oral History Interview. (St. Petersburg burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/8/ 
 
Yvette Lewis oral history interview. (Tampa burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Cheryl Rodriguez.  
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/2/ 
 
Gwendolyn Reese oral history interview. (St. Petersburg burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong and Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/3/ 
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Irving Sanchez III oral history interview. (St. Petersburg burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong.  
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/4/ 
 
Mordecai Walker, Andrew Walker oral history interview. (St. Petersburg burial grounds) 
Interviewed by Dr. Julie Buckner Armstrong and Dr. Antoinette T. Jackson. 
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/african_american_burial_grounds_ohp/7/ 
 
 
African American Burial Ground and Remembering Project.  
ArcGIS StoryMaps interactive exhibit.   
Prepared by Kaleigh Hoyt, University of South Florida, 2022. 
https://bit.ly/3RdF0Ul 
and 
Artist’s Gallery. 
ArcGIS StoryMaps interactive exhibit, 2022.  
https://bit.ly/3Ase8cG 
 
 
African American Burial Ground & Remembering Project page.    
USF Libraries African American Experience In Florida Portal.  
https://aae.lib.usf.edu/aabgp/ 
 
 
The Black Cemetery Network: Homepage. 
https://blackcemeterynetwork.org/ 


